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Introduction

It is the lesser blot, modesty finds,
Women to change their shapes, than men their minds.
—William Shakespeare, Two Gentlemen of Verona

“One of the highest entertainments in Turkey is having you go to their baths,” aristocrat Lady Mary
Wortley Montagu wrote in an 1850s edition of Godey’s Lady’s Book. “When I was first introduced to
one, the lady of the house came to undress me—another high compliment they pay to strangers.
After she slipped off my gown and my stays, she was very much struck by the sight of them and
cried out to the ladies in the bath, ‘Come hither, and see how cruelly the poor English ladies are
used by their husbands. You need not boast, indeed, of the superior liberties allowed to you when
they lock you up in a box.””

The “box,” which every American woman from colonial days through the 1950s came gift wrapped
in, was the corset. To modern women, the idea of keeping house, shopping, rearing children,
dancing, and even swimming and playing sports— all while barely able to bend over in a corset—
seems impossible and even ridiculous. Why did women do that to themselves? we wonder.

The answer heard most often is vanity. Then, as now, few women were satisfied with their natural
figure. Corsets were the only means of obtaining the currently-popular shape, whether it was the
rigidly flat torso and raised bosom of the seventeenth century, the flat-stomached, high-busted,
shoulders-back look of the eighteenth century, or the hourglass figure of the nineteenth century. In
the early- and mid-twentieth century, corsets worked something like a rigid diet and hours in the
gym do today, flattening the stomach and hips, and often trimming the waistline, too.

While many women did wear corsets for vanity, there were other reasons for putting on a corset.
Bras didn’t become popular until the 1930s, so corsets acted as a bosom support. Also, during many
eras, women'’s clothes were skin tight; without a corset, bodices would have constantly wrinkled and
ridden up.

Corsets also affected a woman’s demeanor. As one Victorian mother wrote to a fashion magazine,
at first her daughter rejected “the discipline of the corset” but now “her only objection is that the
corsets are uncomfortable and prevent her from romping about...” Which was exactly the point.
Corsets altered more than the figure; they also affected the behavior and, it was believed, the
character of the women who wore them.

Dress reformer Helen Gilbert Ecob, in her 1892 book The Well Dressed Woman, mentions this
argument. She wrote: “Those who uphold the corset argue its morality because ‘the only period in
which its general use appears to have been discontinued are the few years which immediately
followed the French Revolution, when the general licentiousness of manners and morals was
accompanied by a corresponding indecency in dress.’”

And to a great many women, not wearing a corset did seem indecent. Corsets in one form or
another had been around since biblical times, and were adopted by nearly all women by the
sixteenth century. Ecob claimed that by 1892 American women bought 60,000,000 corsets each
year. After generations of dedicated corset wearing, many women were uncomfortable going
without—as if they were walking around naked.

Corsets always had their detractors. In the early days of corset wearing, many people condemned
them as the artifice they were. Pastors and priests considered them a rejection of the naturally
beautiful figure God gave woman, in addition to a device meant to snare men by calling attention to
female sexuality.

Havelock Ellis, an early sexologist (who was himself sexually dysfunctional), wrote in 1923 that
one of the main attractions of the corset was that it caused women to breathe in a shallow manner.
This, in turn drew greater attention to the breasts, because they moved up and down in a more
conspicuous manner. He also claimed he knew women who said they were in a constant state of
arousal when they were tight laced.

Letters to the editor from the 1800s also show that some people found corsets sexual. One
Victorian man wrote to a fashion magazine: “There is something to me extraordinarily fascinating in
the thought that a young girl has for many years been subjected to the strictest discipline of the
corset. If she has suffered, as I have no doubt she has...it must be quite made up to her by the
admiration her figure excited.”

During the nineteenth century, doctors and laymen began suspecting a connection between
women’s notoriously delicate health and corset wearing. “What a host of evils follows in the steps of
tight-lacing,” Victorian author Mary P. Merrifield wrote, “indigestion, hysteria, spinal curvature,
liver complaints, disease of the heart, cancer, early death!” The further the century progressed, the
more the evils of the corset were accepted as fact. Yet women continued corseting!

Some persistence in wearing corsets was due to ignorance. “We have just received a letter,” wrote



the editor of Dress in 1888, “in which the writer declares that a woman’s waist, left to itself, will
grow larger and larger every year, until it measures nearly or quite as much as the bust!”

But there’s little doubt corset wearing also continued due to a desire for a new style
undergarment that could both support the figure and make women feel less naked than they would
sans corset. Corsets were so firmly entrenched in feminine life, it seemed impossible to live without
them.

Babies and young children wore felt “bands” or “waists” to keep their chests warm. Girls as young
as four wore training corsets, usually stiffened with cording. By the time a girl was twelve to
fourteen, she could expect to graduate to a full-ledged corset. There were rust-proof corsets for
swimming, short corsets for horseback riding, corsets with elastic inserts to make housekeeping
chores easier, “electric” corsets that replaced whalebone with magnetic strips and claimed to “ward
off and cure diseases,” nursing corsets, maternity corsets—a corset for every occasion. No wonder it
seemed impossible to live without them!

“What is most singular is that women are aware of the injuriousness of the corset—they
instinctively feel that its action is an unnatural and eminently hurtful one,” a medical doctor wrote
to Godey’s Lady’s Book in the 1860s. “Here is the proof. If...a lady falls ill in a crowded assembly of
any kind, a general cry is raised by the others, ‘Cut her lace!” This is done instantly—the
compressing machine is opened, air rushes into the lungs, the victim breathes and recovers.”

Yet the discomfort of the corset wasn’t just due to restrictiveness. According to author Helen
Gilbert Ecob, Dr. Robert L. Dickinson of Brooklyn conducted scientific studies showing just how
much pressure corsets put on women'’s bodies, publishing his findings in an 1887 issue of the New
York Medical Journal. The most physical pressure the doctor measured from a corset was eighty-
eight pounds. “The pressure of a loose corset,” Ecob reported, “is about thirty-five pounds.” As she
then points out, few women could lift a common sack of flour, yet “a sack of flour weighs twenty-five
pounds—ten pounds less than the pressure of the loosest corset.”

Ecob also reported that corsets caused the floating ribs to squeeze inward “until they nearly meet
in the centre.” In corset wearers, Ecob wrote, the upper ribs were raised and expanded wider than
in a person who didn’t wear corsets.

Because of pressure on the diaphragm and changes to the rib cage, Dr. Dickinson estimated a
corseted woman'’s lung power was reduced by one fifth. He was forward-thinking, because it wasn’t
until the turn of the century that doctors agreed that women and men actually breathed in the same
fashion. Before this time, many physicians believed female breathing changed naturally at puberty—
apparently not realizing the onset of puberty also brought about snug corsets for girls.

Dr. ]J. H. Kellogg, best known for creating Corn Flakes cereal but also an influential doctor at the
turn of the century, was famous for condemning the corset. In his 1895 book Ladies’ Guide, he
retells several extreme stories about tight lacing. For example, he mentions reading in a newspaper
“of a young woman who actually broke a rib in the attempt to gain another half-inch on her corset
string,” and says that “more than one case is on record of young ladies who have applied the belt or
corset so tightly that a blood-vessel has been ruptured and almost instant death has occurred.”

Despite these famous and dire stories, Victorian fashion magazines are full of letters written by
women bragging about their tightly corseted waistlines. Some women claimed waists as small as 13
inches, yet Doris Langely Moore, costume expert and founder of Bath’s Museum of Costume,
proclaimed it rare to find 19th-century women’s dresses with waistlines less than 20 inches. Most
likely, she said, Victorian women were referring to their corset size, not their actual waist
measurement. When properly worn, the back edges of a corset did not meet, leaving a gap of at
least two—and sometimes as much as 5 or 6—inches. Therefore, a woman bragging of her 17 inch
corset would have had a corseted waist measuring anywhere from 19 to 22 inches. Even so, some
period photographs reveal extreme cases where women’s waists are clearly much smaller than this.

Nonetheless, by the early 1900s, women were concerned enough about corsets to adopt the
“health corset.” Originally designed by a corsetiere with a degree in medicine, this new-style corset
was designed to put less pressure on vital organs. When snugly laced, however, the corset threw the
hips back and the bust forward, creating the odd but fashionable S-shape figure of the era.

When clothes began growing snug in the 1910s, the corset grew longer and more ungainly,
making movement more difficult than ever, until corsets were abandoned altogether in the 1920s.
Or so fashion designers led women to believe. The introduction of elastic in 1911 and the shortage
of both whalebone and metal at this time didn’t, in fact, banish the corset—but both instances did
allow designers to give the corset a much overdue remake.

The new corsets were not made of unbending whalebone, steel, and stiff cloth; they were more
flexible and made with plenty of elastic and feather boning. They were also given a new name:
Girdles.

No longer was fashion’s emphasis on curving figures. Now a leaner look was desirable. “You can’t
have any bulges in your figure,” the editors of a 1933 issue of Vogue warned. This was a look corsets
couldn’t create, but which girdles were ideal for.

Some wonder why women of the 1920s through 1960s didn’t just eat better and exercise more,
thereby avoiding the discomfort and complexity of the girdle. A 1932 issue of Vogue gives the
answer: “A women’s abdominal muscles are notoriously weak, and even hard exercise doesn’t keep



your figure from spreading if you don’t give it some support.” In other words, even diet and exercise
couldn’t give most women the smooth, lean look demanded by fashion during this period.

Now and then, true corsets reappeared. The 1940s saw fashions inspired by the late Victorians,
and with them some “waist-whittlers” were sold. After WWII, English designer Christian Dior
famously introduced his “New Look,” and with it came the “waspie.” A short corset about 5 or 6
inches long, made of stiff fabric with elastic inserts, boning, and back laces, the waspie was truly a
mini version of a Victorian corset.

During the 1950s, when designers reintroduced feminine curves and girdles, corsets and long line
bras worked to whittle the waist and make the bust and hips look more rounded. Girdle makers also
created designs just for mature or stout women; these looked more like traditional corsets but were
given more innocuous names, like “corslets.”

And while the hourglass figure hasn’t been in fashion since that time, corsets still appear in
fashion now and then—usually as outwear for evening and bridal gowns, but also as sexy underwear.
In fact, what was once an underground movement of closet tight-lacers has grown into a trend that’s
made corset-making a profitable business again. Thousands of catalogs feature modern corsets of
nearly any description.

As for girdles—they never really went out of style. Support top pantyhose were the girdles of
choice in the 1970s, but from the 1980s forward, girdles in the form of “support wear” became
fashionable. True, few modern women wear girdles every day, but department stores still carry
racks of them for special occasions. Although women have “come a long way, baby,” it seems our
figures still disappoint us.

MAKING CORSETS

Rigid boning, complicated seams, all those eyelets... many people find corset-making intimidating.
But the truth is, most corsets aren’t all that difficult to sew. For a first attempt, it’s a good idea to
stick with a fairly simple pattern, like a short Victorian corset in a size that’s about 3 inches smaller
than the wearer’s actual bust, waist, and hip measurements.

Although the exterior of the corset can be any type of fabric, the layer of fabric closest to the skin
should be quite strong. Coutil is generally the fabric of choice; it’s readily available online from
costume and corset-making websites.

The type of ultra-flexible, light plastic boning sold in the average fabric store chain won’t work
well for corseting. An online costume supply store selling corset making supplies is a better source.
Flat steel boning is the most rigid type, but it’s still flexible enough for comfort. It comes in a wide
variety of lengths—and usually several lengths are required for making a single corset. Spiral steel
boning is another good choice; it’s more flexible still, but can still shape the body. It’s also possible
to cut spiral bones with wire cutters, making them exactly the length required. Special caps are
then placed over the cut edges.

Most corsets close in front with a stomach-flattening steel busk. These feature special hook
closures that make getting in and out of the corset easier. Costuming stores carry many styles of
busks, in addition to metal eyelets (grommets) and tools for attaching them to fabric. (Eyelets can
also be sewn by hand, and many sewing machines feature a special setting for sewing eyelets.)

Here’s how the average corset is created: Each side of the corset is constructed by taking two
layers of fabric (for example, strong coutil and decorative brocade) and sewing them together,
wrong sides together, along the front opening. One half of the busk is slipped into place along each
side of this front opening, with holes cut out so the special busk clasps can protrude from the fabric.

Channels for inserting the bones are sewn next, often by stitching lines down the length of the
corset, through both layers of fabric. (Alternatively, binding is sewn to the lining fabric.) Eyelets or
grommets are added to the back edges of the corset. The bottom and top edges of the corset are
finished with binding. Finally, a single, long piece of cording is used to lace up the corset in the
back. Two large loops of cording are left at the waist, to make waist nipping easy.

—Kristina Seleshanko






Typical 18th century stays.



Corsets of the 18th century took time to get into. The shoulder straps always tied in place—often in
the back—and the laces (often in the back or on each side) required assistance to lace.

The flaps on the bottom of these 18th century stays added a small amount of roundness to the hips
and allowed for the use of panniers or hoops.



Corsets for the wealthy were often quite beautiful. This 18th century corset appears to be made
from brocade.

Stays from the 18th century were less about cinching in the waist and more about flattening the
stomach and pushing up the bust.



An early 18th century pair of stays.

Stays with front and back lacing.



R

AN S Sy Mg

These short stays had eyelets that allow the bodice to attach to the corset’s shoulder straps.



A great deal of time and money was sometimes spent decorating 18th century stays. This pair
appears to have an embroidered design.



Brocade stays.

Elaborate 18th century corsets.






An 1845 corset laced up the rear.



A front view of the same corset. Notice how the emphasis is on flattening the figure for high-
waisted, slim clothes.

A front view of the same corset. Where most of the double lines are, whalebone was slipped inside
the corset.



A short corset from 1863. Notice that steel clasps down the front— making getting in and out of the
corset so much easier—were now standard.



FATTERN FOR BTAYS.
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In 1853, Godeys Magazine and Lady’s Book ran this simple pattern for a corset.

FRACTIOAL INSTRUCTIONS IN STAY MAKING.
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Although it was rare for women to make their own corsets, or even for seamstresses to attempt
them, Godey’s Lady’s Book ran these instructions in 1857.



e
%

Douglas & Sherwood’s Celebrated Tournure Corset, patented in 1859. The idea here was to replace
the hoop skirt with a corset that held the skirts out. Unfortunately, layers of petticoats would still be
needed, so the Tournure Corset never caught on.

A back view of the Tournure Corset.
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Young girl’s corset.

Ill

Scaled pattern for the same corset, redrawn for the modern sewer
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An elaborate, atypical corset from 1867.

A nursing corset from 1869.

A corset from an 1869 issue of Harper’s Bazar.



Corsets of the mid to late 1870s were long. They featured lacing up the back and metal hooks in the
front.

How Caplin represented a typical woman in a 1864 corset. An editor from Peterson’s Magazine



wrote in the same year: “The long, ungainly corset, as unbending as a coat of armor, and filled with
whalebone and steel, oppressing the chest and keeping the body in close and painful imprisonment,
has now been discarded, much to the benefit of the health and comfort of ladies...No French lady
would think of wearing the old ‘instrument of torture,” as it is now called.” Manufacturers and
fashion magazine editors all agreed that the new corsets were more comfortable.

THOMSON’'S

WORLD-RENOWNED

Patent Glove-Fiting Corset

If you want the most
%, satisfactory, best fitting,
and the cheapest Cor-
set, for its real value,
youhave ever worn, buy

THOMSON'S

Genuine Patent

Glove-Fitting.

Every Corset is stamp-
ed with the name THOM-
80N and the Trade Mark,
a crown.

EKept by all first-class
dealers.

THOMSON, LANGDON & CO,,
391 Broadway, New-York,

Sole Owners of Patents.

Thomson’s corsets were widely advertised from second half of the 19th century through the early
20th century. This ad appeared in an 1871 issue of the Metropolitan.

A black sateen corset featured in an 1882 issue of Harper’s Bazar.



GLOBE CORSETS.

[ Patented April 4, 1871, Names Copyrighted.]

PERFECT FITTING. SUPERIOR T0 ANY

= Imported Corsets
Put up in Very —
Handsome Manner (nce Worn, they will
and Supersede all
Sells Rapidly. Others.

Our GLOBE CORSET, made of Nanmkeag Satteen Jean, fwenty
hones, in white and colored, trimmed and embroidered, put up in boxes
singly, is being mold by over Two Thousand Mercantile Houges this
season, from Maine to California, and the universal testimony is that
it is the best selling Corset ever offered to the Trade, i

Our GLOBE X, and GLOBE XX, are made from London Cord and
French Coutille, and of very fine material, twenty bones, very hand-
somely trimmed and embroidered, pnt u% singly in very atfractive
boxes, and six in earton, with handsome lithographic show cards.

We claim for all onr Corsets, that they are free from any injurions
coating to rot the fabric, and are better adapted to the Trade than any
French or German Corsets,  Beware of spurious imitations,

Retail Price “GLOBE " CORSETS........£1.00
- “ “GLOBE X" " - 1.50
u * *“GLOBE XX * reeeeeee 200

= For Hale by all First-Class Dealers, Sole Manufocturers,

GLOBE MANUFACTURING COMPANT

M. L CooneT, Sce. 8. B. NcHoLs, 'res="L.
8756 BROADWAY, NEW YORE.

Globe advertised this 1873 corset as made of “Naumkeag Satteen Jean, twenty bones, in white and
colored, trimmed and embroidered” for $1, or “London Cord and French Coutille, and of very fine
material, twenty bones, very handsomely trimmed and embroidered,” $1.50 to $2.

A Thomson'’s corset from 1882.
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THE NOVELTY CORSET WORKS, N.Y,,

Wh &d I8 sole MAREMCINRET.

Every lady who has ever worn one, or
desires o shapely figure, will ask for and
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Insist upon having the

$1"’0 DOUBLE HIP PERFECT-FITTING
DOUBLE HIP PERFECT FITTG WOVEN CORSET WOVEN CORSET.

Wosss MY, For pals by oll dealery {n e Duided Rtale, Sead
oy masil, paslpald, on Picelps gf price.

One hundred bones and a woven, one-piece cloth were what made 1882’s double hip corset unique.

==>BEAUTIFUL
' '_ WO MEN

In the Uml:etl States, Canada
and England wear

“G00D SENSE”

7\ CORS ET WAISTS.

THOUSANDS wts:.

BEST Sty
and BEAUTY

Buttons at front instead
of Clas ps.ﬂ "
g Be sure your Corset is
stamped *“(Good Sense.”?
Sold by leading retmlers
everywhere Send for Circu

Ilannfnntums
FERRIS BROS., ufaciurers

g1 White St.. NEW Y

Good Sense corsets were supposedly healthier than the standard, heavily boned corset. This corset
was advertised in an 1886 issue of Ladies’ Home Journal.
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Dr. Scott’s made corsets of every type, including nursing corsets and corset devices designed for
flattening stomachs. This ad was featured in an 1886 E. Butterick & Co.S Catalogue.

The Fiynt Waist or True Corset

Is universal'y indorsed by eminent physicians as the
most SCLENTIFIC W o
. Ja

IS8T or CORSET known.
. 6, 1874,

No. 1 represents a high-necked garment. No. 2, alow
necked one, which ndmits of being high in the back and
low front.  No. 3 is to lllustrate our mode of adjusting
the *Flynt Hose Sup " anch side of the hip, also, the
most correct way to apply the walstbands for the
drawers, under and outside petticoats and dress skirt.
No. 4 shows the Flynt Extension and Nursing Walst,ap-

reciated by mothers. No. 5, the Misses’ Waist, with
Elose Supports attached.  No. 6, how we dro<s ve lit~
tle peopla, No, 7illustrates how the warp threads o the
fabric eross at right angles in the back, thereby insur-
ing in every waist, THE MOST 8UCCESSFUL SHOULDER-
BRACE EVER CONSTRUCTED.

Our “*Manual,” containing 46 of readin,
matter, relating to the subject of Hyglenic Modes o
Underdressing, sent free to an ,thaician or lady, on
application to MRS, 0. P, FLYNT, 819 Columbus ave.,
Boston, Mass, Columbus ave, cars pass all Depots.

The 1886 Flynt Waist was designed to shape the figure more gently, while at the same time reducing
backaches that tightly cinched corsets often caused.

e, MILLION
worn during
the past six
Fears.

This marvel-
ous success is
due—

1st.—To the
superiority of
Coraling over
all vther ma-
terials, a8 a
stiffener for
Corseta,

2d,—To the
superior qual-
ity, shape and
workmanship
of our Corsets,
combined with
N their low
b : 23 8 prices

Avoid cheap imitations made of varicus kinds
of eord, None are genuine unless

““DR. WARNER’S CORALINE”
is printed on inside of steel cover.

FOR SALE BY ALL LEADING MERCHANTS.

Stressing their “flexible hip” corsets, Warner was a ready-made corset leader from the 1880s
through the early 1900s. This corset was advertised in Ladies’ Home Journal in 1887.



ELEGANT SHAPE,
HEALTH and |
COMFORT

Perfectly Combined in

MADAME FOY'S

Skirt Supporting

CORSET.

Itis ome of the moat
popular and satisfac-€s
tory in the market.
For sale by all lead-
ing dealers.

Price by mail $1.20. L
FOY, HARMON & ¥ 7
CHADWICK, New Haven, Conn.

Madame Foy’s corset, as seen in an 1886 issue of Ladies” Home Journal, was designed to take some
of the weight of the skirts off a woman’s waist through the use of shoulder straps.

MEALTM
PRESERVING

CORSET.

CAUTION-Do not
let others lead you into
buying worthless i mita-
tlons, a5 this is the ORIGI-
NAL COILED WIRE
SPRING ELASTIC SEC-
TION CORSET and money
will be refunded to weare
after four weeks' wear, i{
not perfectly satisfactory,

Forsale by DRY Goops DEALERS, or if not obtainable,
w]“Gi,nlaSl:-]- Sr‘::sqg;m paid, HFALTH PRESERVING, $1.15¢

HEN, §1.50 ; NURSING, fr.50; A INA
Egiq; e A frso; G, f1.50 ; ABDOMINAL,

Schilling Corset Company, Detroit, Mich.

Dr. Schilling’s 1887 corset contained some of the first stays made of coiled steel. This made the
corset more flexible than those made with ordinary whalebone or steel stays.



EIGHT
Excellent reasons why every Lady should wear

BALL

need no breaking
WAL]DS AN WeAr |.hnn'|. with ease
o:e as they yield to overy movemont
ol’tlm body.
ad. r[:‘h:r do m:-r. compress the most vital

4“\. Thoy w1|'| ﬂt o greater variety of forms
thcr lk

than l.uy o
Sth. their lnr construction
&Ej’ will Iaut TWICI! AB LONG as an ordinary

h.  They have had the ungualified endorse-
mem of every Physician who has examined

"1 They have given universal satisfaction

tonllindies whoe have worn them, the common
remark being,

*WE WILL NEVER WEAR ANY OTHER MAKE.”

#th. They are the only Corsot that the wearer

is nllowed three weeks trial, and if not found

perfectly satisfactory in overy respect the mon-
is refunded.,

FOIL SALE BY
ALL LEADING DRY GOODS8 DEALERS.

CHICAGD CORSET O,
TL0 & BAE Monroo Bi., Chicago, NI,
NEW YORK SALESROOM,
1% Lisponard Stroot,

Supposedly recommended by doctors—even for invalid women—the Ball corset did not “compress
the most vital parts of the wearer.” As seen in the May 1886 issue of Ladies’ Home Journal.

ADVERTISING DEFARTMERT. 239

FERRIS

PATENT

GOOD SENSE

1e 210,
FOR IXFANTS.

Mrss ""“::‘?;m CORDED CORSET WMS’]‘S M 6 1 yoars
BeEST FOR HEALTH, COMFORT, WEAR AND FINISH.
EVERY PHYSICIAN WILL RECOMMEND THEMI
SUPERIOR WORKMANSHIP THROUGHOUT,

Ferris sold primarily corded corsets for infants, girls, and women. Their ads nearly always
emphasized good health. This full-page ad was featured in an 1887 issue of the dress reform
magazine Dress.



E5 Comfort. Health. Beauty.

— T AT
=T Perfect substitulte for Corsel, Chemise and Corset Cover.

Recommended and worn by Franeces A. Willard, Eliza-
beth Stuart Phelps, Louisa M. Aloott, Julin Ward
o Howe and many others.
H Alice B. Btockham, M. D., in Toxonocy says: The
L&l Botes' Waist is rquablu in warmth, sustains the
i skirts, and offers no restrietion woimulnl.lon diges~
‘ tion or ru.p].leuu

(== Take a light mea-.sum at beli over dress,
Best Terms to !ga]]ls. Pnn'.u-.un s i, o, i
CIRCULARS OF HEALTH 8052 FREE.

Sanitary Pub. Co. 159 LaSalle St. Chicago.

Advertised in an 1887 issue of Dress, Bates’ Waist was a long, snug-fitting, but less rigid version of
the corset. It was supposedly worn by many notable suffragettes and famous female authors.

COMFORT, HEALTH, SAFETY.

FOUND! FOUND! FOUND!

COMFORTABLE AND SAFE

2l CORSET!2.2cLASP

=178 8+ AT LAST. THEGREAT
PHYSICIAN SIGNERUF]TIE DHJLAH.IITIUN
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A more comfortable corset, as advertised in Dress magazine in 1888.
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Beautiful Women &5t

Inthe UNITED STATES, ENGLAND and CANADA wes

Ferris® Pateni BUTTONS AT FRRONT instend of claspall

GORDED GORSET WIISTS |

BEST Materinl isd REST “m-l s
THE REST I8 TR WO, -
Sold af LEADING RETAIL STORES Everywhere. |

Lady Comvassers sm vory sueesssfol with fhsg
ool Beid for Dmcriptive Circaar snd Frioe List

FERRIS BROS. Manufr's, 34 B0 b v, \ 5]
MARSIALL FIELD & ©0 Wiholsals Wistern Asta., Chbrago.
YOUNG, CARTER & OVERALL: Agents, Lendon, Hug.

i Pl i oot wom ary S1ISHOD ISHIS 0009

Good Sense corsets and waists replaced heavy whalebone or steel with cording. As seen in an 1888
issue of Dress.



QUI GKD ETAG HABLE GLASP

Fq ES
“I RIOMENRE OF THSERIE JennY JUNE

uour es HEALTH>GOMFORY,
FOR: SALE-BY:ALLDEALERS:.

"5 FAMOUS TRIGORACORSET
RLUALEREE 41500 o

,PATRICK& Co 73, LEUNARUS NY

GUARANTEED TO OUTWEAR
| ANY CUSTOM-MADE CORSET

MAVER, STROUSE & C0O. -

Corsets—especially ready-made corsets, like this one from 1889—were forever advertised as
unbreakable. When tightly laced, many whalebone or featherbone corsets did break at the waist.

The alternative corset espoused by Annie Jenness Miller in the 1888 issue of Dress. Although
featuring whalebone, these corsets were designed to be lightly—not tightly— cinched.



BEST
For

Health,

i Comfort.
Wear and
Finish.

i Thousands

now In use
2 in the
glni.ted. States,
and and
anad,
Lady Canvassers
coeesful

iy, E——
Sz BEEE

B8 i
EEE e

EEEr ol o
FERRIS BROS,, Mrs. S
34| Broadway New York.
MARSHALL FIELD & C0., CHICAGO, Wholesale Western Neents.

Mention Demorest’s Magazine in your letter when you write.

=4y Jujrery
I A9 318 S0

Although most Victorian corsets fastened with metal clasps in the front, which made getting in and
out of the undergarment much easier, that long line of metal down the center did make movement—
especially bending over—difficult. That’s why so many “health” corsets, like this one, from an 1889
Demorest’s magazine, featured buttons instead.

German image showing a woman in her undergarments.



This corset, from Harper’s Bazar, features special panels to encourage generous hips.

What the average Victorian woman looked like in a corset. Large hips, stomach, and bosoms were
encouraged.



Gstergm

A satin corset from the 1880s.



3285 » 3285
Front Visw, Back View.
Home seamstress corset patterns were extremely rare. Most women either purchased custom-made
corsets from professional corset makers or they bought ready-made corsets. However, this corset
must have been considered easy enough for any woman to sew. It was designed for wearing under a
bathing suit, and was described the June 1890 issue of The Delineator as made from drilling,
coutille, jean, or heavy muslin, with whalebones or steels.

THE BEST CORSET SUBSTITUTES

COMPROMISE BODICE HNESS MILLER MODEL BODI EEIUIF‘HISE I\In"ci.:T
ILLUSTEATED CATALOGUE MAILED FR.EE TO ANY ADDRESS.

CEORCE FROST & CO., 492 Bedford St., Boston, Mass.

Annie Jenness Miller, one of the best-known proponents of women’s dress reform, leant her name to
these lightly boned corsets sold by George Frost & Co., as seen in the 1890 issue of The Delineator.

AGENTS WANTED to sell CDRSF‘TS
and SMALL WARES,
Catalogue and Price List.

JOHEDN P. HORMNER,

anmn, Mass,

\ THE MUCH DESIRED

nngWaislaml Perfect Hip

effeet can Amlg produced suscess.
¥ wanliug the

3 DUPLEX CORSET

Adjustable over the hipa, and will
fit any form instantly, giving perfect
ease and contour. They have Double
Beams, which will not rip; Double
. Steels and Bones, which will not
G break. Auny dry goods dealer in the
g U. 3. con supply you. Made in
three lengihs. Jean and Batteen.
NEW YORE, 51 Mercer 8t.
CHICAGO, 245 Monroe 8&.
BOSTON, ) Chaunay St.

BORTREE MFC. 00.,
JACKBSON, MICH

An interesting 1890 corset that makes room for voluptuous hips with a high cut and a hip band.
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COTT'S ELECTRIC CORSET.

Tha Pall Hﬂ!xlmﬂrmllm af i:onﬂml o Now

Fotk, desiring eo qaickily i ingrodies Dy SCOTT'S
TRIC ako th follo
ELEGTRI "ﬂ!u' Feaders o '.Emh".',: %0 ok gocsd

for 30 di " i CARDOT § It &1 yoar nearest slore,
Temit af onee the price. §1.90, with 15cta. added Tof

packing. We will then pend Fou (FREE) w:m
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Vi entiinting, Cool mm 1|m|||q
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I-ﬂl Montion this papor, Agents Wanted. 'DIO A. BCOTT, Baz Imdwnh N.Y.
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Dr. Scott’s Electric Corset, as advertised in 1890, was $1.50 and came with free hose supporters.

Supposedly fashioned after French corsets, but boned with Coraline, these corsets were advertised
in 1890.



Graceful Form,
E HEALTH

and

COMFORT

Perfectly
Combined In

MADAME FOY'S
8kirt Supporting Corset

It1is one of the most popular in the market and for
pale by all leading dealers. Price by mail $1.40.
FOY, HARMON & CHADWICK, New Haven, Conn.

19Y10 OU Jeam Led Aay
Kes Auew !panesas Apueisucd
sjuau ey} o} piebel ul speiuownsa |

During the late 19th century, there was much talk about how unhealthy is was for women to wear
layers of heavy skirts supported only at the waist. In an attempt to address this concern, some
corsets, like this one from 1890, were made with shoulder straps and were advertised as “skirt
supporting.”

DELG;ARTE consm- co.,
142 West 23d Street, New York,

Corsets were fully boned with whalebone, feather boning, or steel bands, and laced up the back.
Waists were lighter corsets, containing either fewer bones or stiffened with cording. Braces were
designed to reduce backaches, so common with tight lacing, or correct poor posture. From the May
1891 issue of The Delineator.



GOOD
SENSE

Corset Waists
7/

FERRIS’

AVOID IMITATIONS.

IIM ERIAL.

Ri BM iy Pearmit fal nngs.
nakle

Srugwt. Bl a Etaukm Giwtlg{nnmn.
Ba sure your

F s us xnurmmm and Patentoen,
EHHI BH 341 Broadway, New York

NARSTALL FIELD & 0., CHICAGD. Wholesale Western Apts,

For Sale by ALL LEADING RETAILERS.

Ferris corsets are for young girls, as seen in an 1891 issue of Ladies’ Home Journal.

52,00 VALUE FOR $1.50.

DR.BRIDCMAN’S

(IMPROVED 15891)

Electro-Magnetic Summer Corset

Iu:::u nl:l' ; Mn%’llh nes anhmm.d dy for ua,tand
n i e
T Eiiad il T ridgman’s -?é.u. Iﬂmmmmu
P"f-n satisfaction.
Tiax Coraling Edsys ovar tha Front snd sidos and b Gt wilh
x Girdle-shoped walrlbands, whish sot rm‘:r W?IMHN
lb- h.l,m proven the Coret strstohisy, tarisg sad geting

"n-'-nnu Elegast Corsel ani khﬂ"lnllﬂluﬁ\ﬂhnmw
16 would b ghenp 3 g muiummamnp reughlby we sl 1t
for §1.B0,  Bock & hesyl Coenel was maver before o oy the
maney. T sle ls fmmans,  Made io o cmly from 1§ fo 30
mmu. 1 yoo eannok sbiais itef our Ageotin urrmnl:;.- Famill
g U6 conts for pastage, -rtr 4, poab-past,
w. ];un A nriety of Dhe, Bkl[lﬂﬂj._\‘ﬂ. o
Lpsrrtra-M) uﬂ Corscta, s, Buppe B&mm
rushes, Inscles, (,mlm'n. rusaca ssd Medieinsl
Epecinlilos, at p-r prices  Sand for Elat, 7 o
fhase onequallel and m-mmI:-u artlcles madled,” poi-paid, om)
reeipt of price (nuestioning this pablicatios) adirsod 1y

THE A. BRIDGMAN CO.,
FProprictors of The, Rridgnean's Specialiies,
373 BROADWAY, N, Y,

Agents wanted:  Liberal Terms.  Wrlte now.

In the 1890s, “electric” was a hot word used to sell everything from corsets to health products. This
electric corset was advertised in 1891.



BLACK CORSETS.
LANGDON & BATCHELLER'S

GENUINE

'THONSON'S GLOVE FITTING

The utmost per-
fection in the art of
Corzet Making has
been reached in our

STYLE B CORSET

cut on  the latest
French designs, in
SHORT, MEDIUM
and EXTRA LONG
waists.

These Corsets will
satisfy the most fas-
¥ tidious.

MADE IN ROYAL FAST BLACK,
WHITE AND FRENCH GRAY.

“The utmost perfection in the art of Corset Making has been reached in our Style B Corset cut on
the latest French designs, in short, medium and extra long waists,” said a Thomson’s Glove Fitting
Corset ad from 1891. “These corsets will satisfy the most fastidious.”

DONT WEAR STIFF CORSETS.
SENSIBLE ~
WOMEN

all want FERRIS?

GOOD SENSE

CORSET WAISTS,
THOUSANDS
NOW IN USE.
A PERFECT
HEALTH
CORSET.

SUPERIOR
to all others for

CHILDREN,

MISSES,

LAD 3
FIT ALL SHAPES.
Made in
Fast Black,

Prab ard White.
MARSHALL FHELD & CO,
CHICAGD, Wholesale'
“Western Agents.
Sowo sy ALLLEADING RETAILERS.

FERRIS BROS., aév'sroatway. N-"v.

Good Sense corsets, like these from 1891, appealed to active women or those who believed
traditional corsets were dangerous to a woman'’s health. They were lightly boned and featured
buttons down the front instead of stiff metal clasps.



The beauty of woman is in the sepse
of her clothes, It is true that clothes
do not make the woman, yet they help
the appearance of the woman. Sensi-
ble dressing is always artistic and throws
into relief the modest beauty of the
figure. The fashionably modeled cor-
set cannot make the figure fashionable

Thecorset may "y
caver i1l shape :
beneath, and
give apparent
graceful curves.
and lines, but
a pinchedup {§
waist and an
artificial bust
are acither W
natural nor ar-
tistic, and the (S
woman who so 8

attempes to §
build outside
appearance s
reckoned for
what she i%, fre.
quently for
worse than she
is. She does
not even dee

The Equipoise

Waist has been wom by intelligent
women for fourteen years, No other
corset substitute has ever given such uni-
versal satisfaction, [t is recommended
by sensible women everywhere and by
the leading physicians at home and
abroad. It fully embodies the true hy-
gienic principle of support from the
shoulders. The perfect modeling and

unless the figure be nawrally so modeled,

interesting to Ladies.

careful adjustment of each part with re-

lation 1o the others so equally distributes

the strain and pull of the garments

attached that their weight is hardly

perceptible.  The bone pockets are so
constructed that the bones can be re-
| moved without ripping. The ready-
made Equipoise Waist fits the wearer as
though especially made to her measure.
[ The materials
used in its con-
struction are of
thebest procur-
able quality.
The Eguipoise
Hadss i guar.
anbeed fo wear
fnace as lomp as
g any other waist
oF corcef, frre

;‘Mh‘w a:,’wrf.
. Made by
i George  Frost
Co., 31 Bed-
ford Street,
Baston, Mass,

Send Stamp
for a eopy of
our finely illus-
trated book on
sensible dress-

ceive hemself, Equipuise Waist. ing, which

containg a list
of merchants who sell the Eqguipoise
Waist.
If they are not sold in your eity or
town you can order from us by mail
without extra expense,

GEOQ. FROST COMPANY,
| Boston, Mass.

A pinched up waist and artificial bust are neither natural nor artistic” opined an 1892 ad for Geo.
Frost Company’s Equipoise Waist. Naturally, their own corset was different, being worn by

“intelligent women for fourteen years.” The corset featured wide shoulder bands and easy-to-remove
boning.

FASHIONABLE AND HEALTHFUL

THE GENUINE

Jackson Corset
= Waist -

forl corsel mpd wibil eombined.  Famous. for s sivle,

A perl
gracelsl symmetry, snd bealthinl quntities. Take Do othor
Patented Feb. B 196 Set patent atamp on each Wlsl.

Muie” Jackson Corset Co., lackson, Mich.
IF YOUR DEALER HASN'T IT, WRITE TO US
Or 1o the E. T. CORSET O, Skorbrookie, Proviecs (uebes, Connda

Corsets that covered the bust were called “corset and waist in one.” This one was advertised in
1892.



PATD STEAM [V]OLDED
mrETlou fl

For sale b)' 311 Leading Retail Dealers Send
for Tlustrated Catalogue.

LL LIIIJI!EH'S SONS, BRII]I!EFIIRT GONK.

Manslacturers and FPatenizes.

Ready made corsets were often placed on mannequins and steamed to shrink them to a desirable
shape. L. L. Loomer’s Sons 1892 corsets were made this way and were, according to the maker, “the
best in the world.”

MADAME GRISWOLD’S

Patent Skirt-Supporting Gorsets
AND SKIRT SJPPORTERS,

Combined with her Patent
Corset Springs, make the
most comfortable and dur-
able corset that can be
found. These Patent
Springs are designed
to take the place
of the bones in any
part of the cor-
set, and are
4 guaranteed noft
i to break.

LADY
1 CANVASSBERS
WANTED,

For circulars and terms to agents zend to

DAME GRISWOLD,

25 Broadway, New York ; 7 Temple Place, Boston,
Mass. ; or to General Agents, M, M. Wygant & Co.,
Fredonia, N. Y.; J. B. Putnam, 126 State street,
Chicago, T

Madame Griswold’s Patent Skirt-Supporting Corset from 1892 was considered more healthy
because the shoulder straps helped carry the weight of the skirts on the shoulders, not just the
waist. It also featured “springs” instead of bones.



= MAGIC CORSET CLASE

OH' MY! WHAT A COMFORT.
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Fits Any Corset,
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A BOON TO WOMEN!
The Tighter Laced, the Easier Opened.

_\lﬂ ui;mmnmu

Ej ':

" UNHOOK TOP AND BoTTOM
MAGIC DOES THE REST,
HOOKS LIKE A COMMON CLASF.

Can be opened without removing the clothing. After
once using this clasp vou will never nse any other.
For sale by all leading retail dealers; but if your
merchant does not Keep them, send 25 cents in stamps,
and we will send you one by mail, and when youn try
it, tell all vour friends about it. Address

THE MAGIC CORSET CLASP CO.
441 Broadway, New York.

Once well-laced, corsets were difficult to remove—unless they featured metal clasps running down
the front. This 1892 ad showcases the “magic corset clasp,” a style of clasp that was fairly standard.

An 1893 corset with a back brace.



A “corset waist,” described as “made of cautille or drilling, and meets the demand for a comfortable
and supporting waist to be worn in place of a corset. Whalebones can be inserted in the front, sides
and back, and the backs are cut with shoulder straps that button to the fronts.” As featured in the

Winter 1892— 93 issue of Domestic Fashion Review.

An 1892 child’s corset waist, “usually made of cautille, jean or muslin.” It was corded for stiffness.
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A Picture of Comfort.

Health, Grace, and Economy. The Genuine

Jackson Corsect Waist.

o A perfect Corset and Waist combined. Famous for

its style, graceful symmetry, and healthful qualities.
Patented Feb. 23, 1886, See patent stamp on each
Waist. Take no other. Made only by the

JACKSON CORSET CO., Jackson, Mich.

Il your dealer hasa't it, write to os.

The Jackson Corset Waist from 1893 promised comfort, health, grace, and economy.




Take your
Exercises

IN A

Delsarte Girdle

OR A

" ,‘3- Delsarte Waist

] BOTH ARE PERFECTION
\ Girdle with Empire Gowns
Send for illustrated price list

DELSARTE CORSET CO.

124 W, 23d St.. N. Y.
111 State St., Chicago, Ill.

As sports and gymnasium exercise became more popular for women in the late 19th century, corsets
allowing freedom of movement became necessary. The Delsarte Girdle or Waist, advertised here in
1893, promised to make exercise much easier.

When we say this we mean it ; for this corset will act-
uall{ outwear six ordinary corsets: besides this,
it is the best wearing, best fitting, and most durahla
corset made. You would gladly pay your dealer i
£5.00 for it and think it chﬁa,]]. . it
aterial 5%
2 made of fine French Sat-
een in the latest French
pattern, silk stitched, and
trimmed with silk-em-
i broidered edgi extra
b= long waisted and heavily
Lo boned—white or drah.
Send size of waist,

e Guarantee T

corset, and ifthe hip breaks
o within three months’ time
we will send a new pair in
exchange.

Catalogue Y:
tend to do the
. Free largest mail
over the hips, I, trade in the U. 8., and
Enowing we can save yvon at least twenty-five per cent.
of yourij*gbma, vou eghould send for one of our Cata-
logues, which will besent FILER to any one answer-
ing t,h!'s advertisement.
SPECIAL OFFER Iipamwacur
ers of the above-
deseribed corsets have declded to place them within
the reach of all, and therefore we are enabled to send
to any lady who may answer this advertisement, and
send @1 50 post office order, postal note, check
or = cash, one of the above-described cor-
sets firee by mall or express. (Be sore to state size
and color wanted.) Our finely illustrated catalogue
sent with every order., Answer at once,

MAHLER BROS., 503-504 Sixth Ave.,N. V.

A $5 CORSET FOR $1.50;

KOSMO

This Kosmo corset from 1893, made from French sateen and trimmed with embroidery, would
outwear six ordinary corsets, claimed the manufacturer.



Thousands of women

Jackson Favoritc Waist
unable to bear a rigorous &
Ercsaur\e, cut the bones
om: their corsets to se-
cure relief. Other hun-
dreds of thousands find
health, comfort and ade=
quate support, without
sacrificing grace of per-
son, by wearing the
Jackson Faverite
Waist, Light, strong,
serviceable ; unsnr ssed
for dress fitting ; fulfilling
every requirement at
half the cost of the best
dress-reform waists, La~
dies frequently order’two
and sometimes three of
these Waists at one time,
an expression of satisfac-
tion rarely accorded goods
of this c¢lass, Mrs, J.,
Los Angeles, Cal., says:
Y Your Waist is just what
I have been watching for ; I wish two of size 23.” Miss
McD., of Redfield, Me.: " Am delighted with Walat,”?
Miss P., Pittsfield, Pa.: “Waist received to-day and
gives perfect satisfaction. ¥nelosed find postal note for
another.” Mrs. M., Boston Highlands: “Send two
more of the Jackson Favorite Waists, sizes 21 and 22 in
black, I received mine this morning and wasso pleased
with it that two friends each wanted one.”
Agk dealers for the boneless CCO
Jackson Favorite Walst, and see that
our trade mark is stamped on the
lining, Corset steels front and back,
Clasp front. White, Drab, Gold, Fast
Black., Warranted, Sample, postpaid, §1.00.

CORONET CORSET CO. "f&izan

(INCORPORATED 1881.) Mention JoURNAL,

“Adequate support” with “grace of person” is what the makers of this 1893 Jackson Favorite Waist
promised.

Grand Rapids Corset Waist

Our waist, known as
the Grand Rapids Corset
“Waist, has all the com-
bined qualities that make
it the choice of all the
ladies who have worn it.
It gives grace to the form,
and while close fitting,
gives absolute freedom to
the body. Handsomely
made of nice soft mate-
rials. Ask your dealer
for our Corsets and Cor-
set Waists, and if he does
not keep them, send usa
postal card and we will
send you our catalogue
with prices. Address

GRAND RAPIDS CORSET C0O.
122 Monroe Street, (xrand Rapids, Michigan

The Grand Rapids Corset Waist, as advertised in the March 1893 issue of The Delineator, featured
buttoned straps and a slightly puffed bosom.



Ladies’ Featherbone Waist.

Exira Quality Sateens. Very Popular,
Patent Forms give free expansion,
Combines Style with Comfort.
Recommended by Physicians

FEATHERBONE CORSET

Extra long Waist. - 2ol

Form igs. Perfect. byl

_ Besli material s

18 to 86, White, Drab, Ecru or Blaak.
Price of any, §1.00.

Featherbone Dress Forms.
Adjustable,

) May be Washed.
ije perfect

Form.
White only. Price, 40 Cents.
For sale by retailers, or post-paid on reeeipt of price.

FEATHEREBONE CORSET 00.,sclo Manufacturers,
KALAMAZOO, MICHICAN.

Feather boning was a relatively new corset offering in the 1890s, giving corsets a bit more flexibility
than traditional whalebone or steel stays. This corset was advertised in an 1893 issue of The
Delineator.

|
Take Your Exemcises |

IN A

A Delsartarait

I Approved by leading
{ DELSARTE TEACHERS,
CALL Axp EXAMINE.

Costom Work a
Specialty.

AGENTS WANTED.
DELSARTE MANUFACTURING CO.,
124 WEST 23d ST., NEW YORK.
Also Il STATE ST., Chicago, llinois.

Women in corsets could not bend over completely at the waist, so when gymnastics for women
became popular, corded “waists,” like this one from 1893, were worn for “taking exercise.”

L

This represents on]ti rtion of
a very large line, = with other ci-
alties, comprising *one of the finest
outfits in the world for Lady Canvassers. Agents
wanted eve here, Write for terms, catalogue and
price lists, Mention Delineator.

RELIANCE CORSET CO., Jackson, Mich:




From infancy through womanhood, Reliance offered an appropriate corset. As featured in the June
1893 issue of The Delineator.

Sewing patterns for corsets were extremely rare, but in 1893, leading pattern company
manufacturer Butterick offered these two designs. One, designed for swimming, and another in the
“Empire” style. It’s likely both were stiffened with cording instead of boning or steel.

EMPIRE “ZEATTY

Short-and low cut, specially shaped for the
EMPIRE GOWN, and unequalled for Kiding,
Walking, Bathing, Tennis, Gymnasinm Use.

A Model of Elegance, Grace, Comfort and
Utility. Pearl Buttons front, Laced at back, and
Curved to the Figure. Steels Removeable, Sizes 14
to 26 inches, in White, Drab and Black, by Mail,
for $1.00. In ordering give size of Corset wora.

Also the well-known
““ Beauty’’ No. 7

ACCOMMODATION WAISTS,

With Dress Forms, and
full line of Misses and
Children’s Little ‘‘Beauty”
Corset Waists.

Catalogues Free.

E. H. HORWOOD & CO0.
b1 Mercer St.

NEW YORE

An 1893 “empire” corset of longer length, reaching just a bit below the hips. Most so-called empire
corsets ended at the rib cage



Mrs. Frank Leslie says, “1 have found them of great
use in %reveut.htl_f the breaking of Corset bones, and
em in shape.’

also in keeping

il (ORs
,ﬂﬂ@wmﬁvﬁfg SBREANNG
ATl Dry Goods stores sell Pearl Corset Shields; sam-

1 ir, 25 cts.
e g ¢ GEN fiZ P&:& 28 Unfon Bquare, W, New York.

Women who tightly cinched their waists sometimes had trouble with their corset bones breaking.
This 1893 Pearl Corset Shield ad promises to do away with that problem with small pads added to
the corset that “do not enlarge the waist.”

Any Woman Will Say So,

It wouldn't make much difference what
we said about Dr. Warner's corsets if there
were not several hundred thousand women in
every part of the community to confirm our
statements with
“That's so.”

The Coraline
we use is supe-
rior to whale-
bone and abso-
lutely  unbreak-
able.

What we want
is to have you
try Dr. Warner's
corgets, You'll
never wear Elﬂy
other kind.

We especially
recommend Fanita, fine coutil, $3.00; Fine
eoutil, 888, sateen strips, $1.75; Fine sateen,
embroidered, No. 777, at $1.50; Fine sateen,
444, at $1.35; and heavy jean, No. 333, sateen
strips, at $1.10.

WARNER BROS.,

359 Broadway, New York.

Warner corsets were the first corsets heavily advertised as having coraline boning. As seen in the
March 1893 issue of The Delineator.



Ferris’

Good
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fur Howe pup
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¥ M b .:Iitln.
lae-lqs itetullers. ff 11
lllSTIIL[-ﬂI‘.'I;ﬂaII[L I |
West'n Wholesalel L]

Depat.
Send for-iins. RERRIS BROS., Manuf's.

1 —5341 Brosd New York.
B Satter Bevout, Hun Frinetsco, Cal

For those concerned about the health risks supposedly associated with traditional corseting, there
was the Ferris’ Good Sense corset. This one was advertised in 1893.

The Snug-Fitting,
Beautifully Made .laDkSUI'I

Favorite Waist,

Mas, A, E. WHITAKER, of Boston, writes in subatance of
the JACES0R FAVORITE WAIST : A health walst t]mt

gives the support

compressing  the wmt
and other organs, and,as
compared with other im-
pmved garments, Inex-
Women, while

w]sh to dress and
neatly, sometimes

find it im e t0 wear
corsets while at work and
araubllgedtodlscardthem

a part of the time, This
iz not wise or healthful.
ﬁ?od. firm walist, with

oulder- straps to help
hold up the wei ht of t-he
clothes, I8 m betie
I have examined all the
different waists mannfaec-
tured and given them a
trial as to fit and wearing
qualities, aud CAn recom-
mend thé Jackson Favor-
= 1t.e Walst ag eomfomme,

ell-fitting, folfilling the

needed reqummenm at half the cost of the be
lmproved. WA

Ladies fmqu.entl:r order t and sometime
three of these Waists at one time, an expression o
satisfaction rarely accorded goods of this class.

Mrs. J., Los as,Ca] Bays: “Your Walst is ustwhm:
I have been wa B & wlnht.wa o.f size Miss
A, Delia, Cals I w nnt wear any oth t an ]onug
asl'{-.an rocure the Jackson Favorite, 5 Hlaa
Rexdfie “watstmach&dmeal]ri ht a.mde]!ahted
with gt Sites By Piceficld t received to-
day and givespeﬁeetmﬁsfactlon. Eucl fimd postal-
note for another.” Mrs. M. Bos hlands: *Send
two more of the Jackson Favnrlte Waists, sizes 31 and

black, Ireceived mine this morning and was so
ﬁlmd with it that two trlenda each wanted ome.”

ﬂlrffsg tge aﬁ?"itili%ni:e: ;'een. 1 eﬂcloeaﬁ gcﬂ'eaggtﬁer.
600,000 Ladies and Misses wear
the Jackson Favorite Waist.

An 1893 corset designed for those who feared tight lacing was the cause of many ills.



1=
=
=0
o

It UBA R

BEAUT ACCOMMODATION
WAIST, No, T,
gives perfect form with ease of tlmn.rerﬂm:l}:'q develops bust,
whilenotenlarging waigt. Tampico Dress Formawith each|
Waist., Removable Steels, Adjustable Shoulder Straps,
Laced at Back, Buttoned Front, Curved at Back to the Fig.
ure. In White and Black, 18 to 30in. By mail, for $1.5|§.
Little Beauty Waists for children, the best, Catalogue fres,

E. H- HORW@0D & C0., 5( Mercer S1., N.Y,

For women who wanted a more ample bosom, but not wider hips, there was the “Accommodation
Waist,” advertised in 1893.

\ \)
i,

That Long Waisted Effect

50 much desired, is produced by
Wearing

Loomer’s
LLL. Corgets

Comfortable and durabla. At your dealer's, or
wile [, L. LOOMER'S SONS,
Sole Mfrs.  Bridgeport, Conn. and Chisago, L

As fashions gradually decreed a longer waist, many women had to rely on corsets to produce the
look. This corset was highlighted in an 1897 ad.



The &% (Chicago
Waist

8 MADE from fine
satecn, Tast black,
white or drab; |
clagp or buiion
front; eizes
18 to 80,
Watst

\ Mrasure.

Deservedly
The Most

ASK your dealer
for the G-D CHI-
QAGO WAIST,
Zg;hln':o‘ha!n'tbl.ielnﬂ

0, mentioning
Sea, e o i

apd we w

send ome prepaid. 4

Price

$jo0
=

*

No Garment Could Become so Generally
Popular and Retain its Popularity
Without Real Merlt.

GAGE-DOWNS CO0., cHICAGO, ILL.

268 Fifth Avenue.

“The most popular corset waist in America,” this 1898 Chicago Waist ad proclaimed, costing just $1.

T T T
3 ELEGANCE and EASE

2 Faultlessly Combined in the

CHICAGO
WAIST.

Price $1.00

Dealers or by mail.
Weear this graceful,
comforisbbe gmrs
ment and you will
realize what real
comfort b Ak

= send ome prepald, e
| 73 Most Popular Gorset Waist In Amerlca,

Made of flas sateen, fast black, white oz dmb; sle
; waminer netling, elasp or button front ) slzes, 16 to 50 wairt
y mensure.
; GAGE-DOWNS CO., Chicago, lll. &
ANNOBBOHOOOABHAOHDATONOANOAC

Bl e a e o a b e e e e L L L T Ll Tl

The makers of the 1897 Chicago Waist claimed their corset was the most popular in America.



¢ Famous Beauties ¢

@ TeTY WOMAn Cannot hl'w: such a @
b:auhlul face as Mary, “Queen =
# Secots,” but every woman can have a @
gfncc-!ul farm by wearing

Kabo
Corsets

$1.00

Celebrated for

Sty le. Fit Comiort.

g Cnﬂﬂl nu:ln leihuadn\'
o iyl
E anl ey P e 1 g nlnf
lect form i every weator, faege In price &
rom $LO0 1o 53,00,
Sqama.

Sele N T Y e e,
Disab o Black l:n.unl..wm.émm:mw slies,
el slecl; ms brass

lSIn_ﬁ.ll-IMI.f g yeieta
Soil uadergarme o baby ribi
trimming top and benlb'; e st $L08 3
Corsck that can be m @
Your dealer sells tbenl orlilludﬂl‘ﬂrm L
Bl nat in ptock; |1 ha will mot, gowl big sama

Mg: a2 =cu“ wize amd mlwdmmd and we
Bosklct, run’&"’.‘;’i Faseras Hrsstics '-‘
lnu :g-e:Ii,m Kabo Corseis for the nnme ef & o
CHICAGO CORSET €0, —Chixage—New York
R R R T R

3

B

0Oddly showing Mary, Queen of Scots in a late 19th century corset, this ad promises that while

“every woman cannot have such a beautiful face as Mary, ‘Queen of Scots’..

a graceful form by wearing Kabo Corsets.”

... CORSETS...

. every woman can have

Just like today, patriotism was used to sell products—even corsets. This ad appeared in the

November 1897 issue of The Delineator.



CRESCO

at
the walst.

Drconnceted

and rendert sua.
hreaking at the walst line and hip Impoesible.
There la nothing in Corsetdom to compare with_ it
Ask your dealer for a CRE| or wa will rend a
long, short or medinm waist as desired, in white or
drab, on recaipt of price, 81.00, post pauL

MICHIGAN CORSET CO., Jackson, Mich.

This 1899 Cresco corset had an innovative design. It was essentially a short corset, ending at the
waist, attached loosely to the bottom half of a long corset that controlled the hips and stomach.

There's one Corset you won't have to “break in.”
One that will fit perfectly and gives thorough satisfaction.

French Gored Corset
Style 352, for 3 1 '0,0.

The latest creation in the Corset Art.
Made in Short uﬂd Lqmg ‘Walst,
White and Drab..

SCHILLING CORSET CO.,

Mirs., Detroit, Mich.

NEW YORK—65 ano 67 WOOSTER STREET,
. CHICACO=234 ano 236 FRANKLIN STREET.
SENT PREPAID O RECEIPT OF PRICE, IF YOUR DEALER DOES NOT SELL THEM.

The average corset price at this time, as seen in fashion ads, was $1. This ad appeared in an 1897
issue of The Delineator.

P Tﬂt DOWAGER CORSET |

Is ihe Best Corset Frodeced

FOR STOUT FIGURES.

Msda i thres denptie=Extra Losg, Leog ard Mediue, e, 20 00 43 L
Siyte 530, Meavy Coulf]. Sxveen acrips, Ewes 10 30, §.00 31 10 90, €138
2 mv 4, Thiza, hﬂ‘lm Disck. b o

BUrle b, Brifsiner Nelling (whit (RE7). BA5EE AN DOlE SUE A @00E,
Biyle A14. Fine Kaiteen, lmlnlm-h ilu-‘hi H.M 21 te
EA78; 77 1o 43, gADO. Wite, D
The follewing Testimonlals are takén from thowsands of
similar RATURe:

o LS S g s el e g ks B

-1 ey 1ried qrery e maley in unbrotable commtn. Turswom *Tos
Downgrr- o EArer e PG and PecMEESeS W U0 I my fbed

L.,i."ar.a,..uw‘sr«:r.?m. o AT S Y
RoyaL \I’anusrn Corsers
e Dmm CORSET

Are mald deadafy M Ak Adpalsr FIRAT. IF te
o .2,-,;"' i MRy romcitad, w el Dt

Semd for (Bustraved Catalogue

DYWAGER RSET WORCESTER CORSET COMPANY,
T“ @ WORCESTER, MASS, CHICAGOD, ILL.

it

For women past their youth and with “stout” figures, the 1899 Dowager Corset promised to come to
the rescue.



wear MARTHA WASHINGTON
WAISTS &35 Comrorr.

Good sense is displayed in the manufacture of
% these garments in every detail. Made of best
3% materials, most_skilful workmanship, perfect in
all their lines without injurious pressure. F ¢
superior to any other waist on the market. If not
for sale at your dealer’s, we will send you a pair,
mailing free, upon receipt of the following pricess

Martha Washington Ludies’ . . « « « One Doliar
Martha Washington Young Ladies’ . . « 75 Cents
Martha Washington Misses” . . . . . . 50 Cents
Martha Washington Children’™s . .+ « « = 25 Cents

SEND WAIST MEASURE IN ORDERING.
BIRDSEY, SOMERS & CO., 349 Broadway, New York.

Hearkening back to another age, Martha Washington corsets were nonetheless perfectly shaped for
1890s fashions. This ad appeared in the July 1899 issue of The Delineator.

Loomer’s
Improved
Cutaway Hip
Corsets

fit any form,
insure freedom
of motion, pre-
vent breaking of
staysat the hips.
f not at your
dealer's, will
send postpaid
for $1.00; better
quality, $1.50.

L. L. LODMER'S SONS,

Bridgeport, Corn,
Chicagao, Il

Long corsets were problematic because they made movement difficult. This Loomer’s corset,
advertised in the May 1899 issue of The Delineator, had elastic along the hips and promised to make
movement easier.



A Wonderful Corset!

ARMORSICE

Positively the best value for $1.00 ever
offered, The patented vertical boning
males it impossible to break at the sides.
Made throughout of best materials, su-
perior in many respects to corsets that
you pay double this money for.

If mot for sule at your dealer's, send 21.00 fer o palr,
mailuge free,

BIRDSEY, SOMERS & CO0.,
439 Broadway, NEW YORHK,

The “patented vertical boning” on this corset ensured it would never “break at the sides,” according
to this 1899 ad.

Loomer’s

MODE BUST

of all Corsets,« "7/
last longest, <
always
stylish.
If not
at your /
dealer's, £ 4
will send §
postpaid fo
S1.00; better
quality, $1.50.
L.L.LOOMER'SSONS, J1J

Bridgeport, Conn.
Chicago. Il

A typical corset of 1899, selling for $1 to $1.50, depending upon the material used.



A trade card from the 1890s, showing a Dr. Warner’s corset with coraline stiffening.

Here it is again...
THE 1MPEPIAL.
Thegreatselling Corset-Waist.

We also have four others and a fine

Ladies’ Saf|
Hose Sup) rs, Fast Black Sateen
ard Novelty Cloth Under-Skirts, ete.
= wanied e
Price t and Retail Guide Free.

Reliance Corset Co.,
Memgion Delinsator, e oa,

Some corsets featured judicious use of elastic—as this 1899 corset does along the bust line.

A nursing corset featured in Century Magazine.



It will make
= It atlll wore
§ . Dopu among
,‘]L.murlmn women,
o bls now feature
irn hoso-supportar
attochment as
shown In eur. It
will ba appreclat-
cd by every wom.
an whao tired
orpllmm and un-
maug oso sup-j\,

17u Mast

Popular

Corset-Walst
AR merica

Sl sateon, fast b bln.el:
wnste or dmb elnsp or button front, sizes 1§
!:.Fm.lr dealer for the
G-b c lcauo WAI f he hasn't i,
send 8100 mentionlng color mul a%z.u desired,
n.nd we will sem you one pre

GAGE-DOWNS COMPANY
268 Fifth Ave., Chicago, IIL

QIZ I R EE D

This 1899 “Chicago Waist” displays all the most popular corset features of the late 19th century:
shoulder straps, elastic along the bust, and attached garters.

A stereograph photo with the caption: “Reducing the Surplus. ‘Now, Pull Hard!"“
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H Vo de ri e be v >
Bl 0 e Prene vl o Ol o B 1 e Senruiary, § Bage

0. LIMITED.
92 OXFORD ST LONDON w

A trade card featuring the latest buzz word: “electric.” Despite the name, no electricity was
involved.

m'le pECLOS

A postcard from the late 1890s or early 1900s.



A typical 1890s corset.

A Gibson Girl style corset featuring trim at the bust, to beautify and make the bosom larger.



The Imperial summer corset, made of mesh.

THOMSON’S

“(rlove-Fitting”’
CORSETS

are definitely superior in
shape, wearing qualities and
comfort. The sfeams run
around the bedy. This is
true of noother corset. They
hold their shape permaneni-
ly and give perfect fit. Every
corset  stamp wil our
name.

This ks a pietars of

OUR VENTILATING CORSET

(Trade-Mark Registered), made of Imported netting,
stripped with goutfl, and trimmed with lace sud
baby ribbon, ®1.00 » palr at all dealers. Light
18 & feather, yet stroog ns the strongest.
Handsome llusitated catalogue mailed free.

GEO. . BATCHELLER & CO., 345 Broadway, N.Y.

This 1900 Thompson'’s ad reveals the boning and the complexity of corsets of this era.



ment is enhanced by the beau-
tiful lines of the Ferris Waist.
Whether on duty or on pleasure bent, the
#  wearer is conscious of a unity of health and
grace. It gives support without constraint.
Fessis Good Sense Corset Waists are made in allshages and sizes fo

it every form—with | or sherl waist, high or
r}mm.ﬂmm Tilustrated catalogue free. !’Mmal
and workmanship:

THE FERRIS BROS. COMPANY, 341 Broadway, Mew York:

A Ferris Good Sense Waist ad, as featured in the March 1901 issue of Modes and Fabrics.
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W. B.’s 1901 “Erect Form” corset with an elongated torso. “It throws the shoulders back into a fine
military pose,” the manufacturer claimed. “It inflicts no strain upon bust or abdomen, and this does
away with those faults of corset construction which often lead to indigestion, short breathing and
sometimes even more serious trouble.”



W. B. Model 77, W. B. Model 654.
A Shoert French Shape. A Populer French Shape.

For slender and small wom- . It is the next most demanded
en. RBein mr:mﬂ{ short it corset after the "ERECT
is made with boning instead of FORM™ and i belter suited
side steels. Has ti in. 4 hook for some fipures. Model 654 has
clasp. Extremely beantiful in no side steels, which would in-
coftodr. Fits &numf at waist flict some discomfort in so short
and accentuates to the fullest a corset, but is well sl m]
¥ L]

extent bust and hips. i
e ;_ Prf:“ slm stayed instead. Price

A short W. B. corset (Model 77)”for slender and small women,” according to a 1901 ad. W. B.
claimed this 1901 corset (Model 654) was the “next most demanded corset after the ‘Erect Form,’
and is better suited for some figures.”

A long, lean corset from a 1902 Bon Marche catalog.



A 1902 corset with attached suspenders for stockings.



b g

A 1902 example of a child’s corset. This one is for a boy and was stiffened with cording to encourage
correct posture.

| THE GREAT SUCCESS
F. P. Military Form

Style No. 852
ﬂl HIS new creation has become the most popular, in a shorc

time, of any corsct ever produced in this country.

It has all the attractive
features that the best gkill can
produce. It is the First
Straight Front Corset made
in America, and is ta-day by
far the largest seller.

Made by, a genuine French srist from
Faris, Made of the very best arateriats, full
Freach pore, Bian cut, [asg T, @mving the
rew aad cornect figure 1o the wearer.

- Has all the appearanee of a imuch more
expensive ganment, ank we will warmant it
o wear o owell an corseis cosiivg three
rimes EEEE

Made in White and Drab.

Every pair warranted to give

satisfactien or money refunded.

Price $1.00 per pair
G )

If net for smle st your dealer’s, send us
2100, and we will mail you a pair.

BIRDSEY & SOMERS
349 Broadnay, New Yark

Claiming to be the first American corset to achieve the fashionable “straight front” look, 1902’s F. P.
Military Form promised to throw the hips back while moving the bust forward.
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I Every motherof a growing boy or girl between the ages of two and twelve should
= kuow'thr:i u..’%.z Wns;totl llirt cm’llr \'g'gi!lwhkh yields in every direction and in every
respect, The straps that strengthen it are as elastic as-the rest of the waist,
Buttons are sewed to these straps, which yield with every tug and pull and,
therefore, the buttons do not come ofl. o
Twa styles of walsts—one for boys and one for girls. :
Booklet, ' Room To Grow In,” FREE to mothers of children.
] Your dealer should ]a¢;5 the E-Z Walst, If not, send 25 cents for sample, giving
14 age and giating whether the child is a boy or girl.
Sl THE E.Z WAIST COMPANY, 102 Kingston Strect, BOSTON, MASS.

Infants in the 19th century wore flannel waists— vest-like garments designed to keep them warm.
But by the time a girl was about 4 years old, she wore a corset-like garment using cording instead of
boning or steel stays like this E-Z Waist from 1902.

Is this
what you
need ?

HENDERSON

ETON
Girdle-
Corset

Style 444

‘WHITE
DRAB
PINK
BLUE

\  Sizes18to 26

v Price $1.00

It is the acme of perfection for slight
and medium figures. It has the shape
and effect of a Straight Front Corset
and the ease and comiort of a Girdle.

AURORA CORSET CO.
Aurora, Illinois

o

£

For those who wanted only a little bit of fashionable shaping, the Eton Girdle-Corset, as advertised
in the March 1902 issue of The Delineator, was a possibility.



, THOMSONS
ITOVE =FITTIHG
"MILITANT

VENTILATING

“The Queen of Summer Cornels™

Has held i own against all
competition for the past thirty-
five years. The only genuine
“Ventilating™ Corsct in the
newest  straight-front  siyle.

All the Leading Stores Sell Them

Artieric Catalopue mailed o regwest

Sale Maselacionr

GEQ. C. BATCHELLER & CO.
345347 Brosdway, Huw York

Sometimes summer corsets of this period, like this one featured in the July 1902 issue of The

Delineator, were made from mesh-like fabric, designed to make the wearer cooler. Winter corsets
were sometimes made of flannel or wool.



FERRIS

WAIST

Be sure vou get the genuime. If you
want the FERRis beauty; the FERRIs
comfart; the FERRIS guality and
workmanship, be sure the name s
sewed in red letters om every waist,

AVOID IMITATIONS

| Refuse to aecept any walst for your-
sell or cnl]dmu not properly marked,
The only reason o deaber uﬂ'ﬂi :Fou a
|| subssitane s becaose it his
{i :uiv:mtag\e--nnt yours,

Baok s

THE FERRIS BROS. COMPANY
241 Bresdway; ¥ow Yark.

The Stralght Military Front
oy,

Foster Hose Supporter

Palenced erember b, I

P

T o TR Srses ot skes ]
Iu.lthuhmud.udhuu

Nﬁlh mar ar lear the corset

m:e GRADES: : 40

Pk
St tes.
THE FOSTER HOSE SUPPORTER CO. - 438 Broadway, New York

g
o
E

Withey! 1 pFastur Wikh s Fosfar

Because stockings were still two separate garments (one worn on each leg), stocking supporters,
worn over the corset, were necessary. From a 1902 issue of The Delineator.

A Corset that Cannot Break
at the Waist

It matters not what the #yle of a corset is or what it Is made of, if
it breaks at the waist line it is rendered uncomfortable and useless.

The Cresco Corset

is disconnected in front at the waist line, and has elastic. [
gores at cach side, so it connal dreak af the waist, Suifable for . £
any day and all the day. Good to work im, walk in or rest
in. It is shapely, comfortable and durable, and as It cannot
Lreak at the waist it is the Cheapest Corsed @ Lady can buy.
Where the Cresco s not kept by deaders it will L sent o5t
paid, for $1.  Drab ar White, Long, Shoert or Medlum
lengih. The next time you buy a corct iry ihe Cresed.

THE MICHIGAN CORSET CO., - JACKSON, MICHIGAN




This 1902 Cresco ad claimed their product would never break at the waist, since their corsets
featured elastic sections along the waistline.

THE GILBERT
CREST CORSET

Insures the stralght front oo
effect, the flat alxlomen, the §° o
graccfully rounded hips—in Y 5700
a wonl, that charm of figure i
which every woman desires. '\ %
Teraias W
the under section, n -~
dunble bones amd so {lfwl |]: i, unlﬂ_f:‘{ M
strengthwheremost needed. £ -
When the body Is bent In -/ 2
any direction, secthons
pive slightly on cach uther,
which prevents the corset
breaking at the walst line. "o
All bones and stecls also-
lutely rust proof,
Our Xew is the mont X13
ﬂcuﬂumlﬁ i(\-rmmﬁl\r
alegws crer oo, H‘H‘Mﬁrﬂ :“ﬂli'ﬂ i
B Ve Weman
We Want as Agent inevery town and |
ciy l:::-ll- B l.lhld“n-d“uhl-n mlnﬂl-. 1
glven.  We our agrom In
every '-mm. Wrile For parilculary. l

GILBERT MFG. COMPPANY
70 Centre 8i.,, NEW HAVEN, COXN.

This 1902 ad proclaims, “The Gilbert Crest Corset insures the straight front effect, the flat
abdomen, the gracefully rounded hips—in a word, that charm of figure which every woman desires.”

Perfect Form
and Girdle
Combined

VWhiir nud Drab Baileea
Priee, 81.20.  Slzen, 1810 26
Glirdles, 83 rends
AGENTS WANTED for
the above and for our Costom.

Made Corsets.

BARCLEY CORSETE
give perfect figures,  Special
patented features. Sell on
sight. Write for terms and
price list.

Barcley Corset Co.

334 st.
Nemarbe W

Like many corset ads, this one from 1902 promises a “perfect form” to every wearer.



HOSE SU PPORTER

STAND
' ERECT,

| Abdomen in—the |

casy swing from the
shoulders, straight
I'ront. narrow hipped

E earance— Pos-

if you wear the

Venus Hose
Supporter
Gives a graceful car-
riage, long naturalls
tapering waist
the flat,unbroken lmc
from the shoulder
that is Fashion's
htesetd %e lIiu:‘l‘i De- |
signed for all figures. |
Sold by all dealers;
if yours hasn’t the : |
“¥enus,"" order from |
us,

Made Iz pale bluve, pink,
red, black and white frilled

allk elastle satln band, or-
ramental metal parts and

reepair e 30€, |

Eend for our free booklet of
garter mndl hose supporter |
noveltles for men, women and
children,

A, STEIN & CO, |
261 Fifth Ave.,Chicago |

Modish women arc d.c]lghtwd with the long,
slender waist effect secured by wearing the

GD}%@M

Ask your dealer for them, Our “*DMip ll #* model Ga the ome that mdm:c:, the hips to conform
with present modes in gowns.  Mary other apcs 10 suit different figw

e wr Wirlie Tor cmﬁhd! " mat (ro;
B e e chiroms tha cocreeh A0E (01 Jo4T fRE=L

GAGE-DOWNS COMPANY 2068 Fifth Avenue CHICAGO

i

Taming hips, which naturally protruded with older-style corsets, became a chief selling point in the
early 1900s.



THOMSON'S
GLOVE-FITTING’
CORSETS

Manufactured exclusively by
GEO C BATCHELLERu<®,

Thomson’s Glove Fitting Corsets were some of the most popular at the turn of the century.

American Beauty
Corsets

Whise, Diab and Black

| Hemt by mail, charges pald,
ht!lmll‘neu‘wnhbr
your bocal dealer.
Otbar Stylen, §1.00 to §5.00
FIVE HUNDRED PRIZES
will be given away l.osnll l'un.hnl
Iﬂ Armerican Beat r:gu'n

uty Corse
today the favorite corsel nl' millions of
minating women,

PACKARD PIANO
:uhmwmnmun
menz b-enudlnm'md instrnmen

mhnwm.-in il B siven w {hg Taiy ulz_
it o Th e B 7 e o e e
“AMERI-CAN BEAUTY"
Amuﬁ-ﬁ!;.-ulp i T e
L A
AR R TR
bty Ly G

T yoar edtr, 31 %‘."::..‘3."-:’& e we

i

ard slybe. . upen
e X m.ﬁ'p'ﬂu. J‘mmﬁmﬂ
Wm" T o, Conte
wiy 1. 1904,

mmun HLMM'

This American Beauty ad claims to be “the favorite corset of millions of discriminating women.”




~i Think it Over
and may eoncld yom have all 1o gein and
ugzl“ bayig your neal cofse nl &
i-ir\:ql.dl hlll‘f e afed fepeie.
sider how damaging it: wauld be to o, aller tweny.
foer years of suceess, bo send sui coneis ol fasly
ahesign and fis, sed you will soq how viielly necemary
i iekoanly guard the gacd name of wur prs-
h& Tlly pleming every purchaer, & we are 10
w::u ally maimain the progress of owr antwprise.

161 STYLES| 1o, Shunot
All Straight Front inaks a
$1.50—$3.50| poor corset”

Ak yeer dealer or v o syl bk

KABO CORSET COMPANY

e BEROADWAY 118 MONROE STREET
NEW YORK CHICAGR

UNDERWAISTS

AND

CORSET
WAZSTS.

For Babies,Girls,
Missesiladies
25724100
O AN Leading

alers,
THE BUTTONS WON'T COME OFF

They're attached by dowhle tape and stand the hardest tug.

The Eyelet-Tabs =.:x. Won't Rip Out
543 (illustrat is irl's perf
walsh Bade n Stacs trom & EnmthE i)
gu:rs. of fine cambric, shirred front and
trimmed with torchon lace—silk rib-
bon fnseruorl.
PRICE 50 CENTS
Askj‘mmrdmlur to show you this
Earmen

1f this tade-mark, woven in red,
is om the Underwaist or Corset Waist
you purchase, you haw purchased

Our handzomely ted book-
let is of inmrqsrwarvuymm:r. s free. When
may we it

THE LAY & WAY CO., 56 Bleecker St., N.Y.

To moderns, the thought of putting “babies, girls, and boys” in corsets seems absurd. But well into
the 20th century, this was a common practice. Fortunately, corsets for infants and young children
were not boned, but they did usually have stiffening by means of stiff cords sewn into the seams. A
girl might expect to switch to a boned corset in her early teens.



The
9% jCORSET
i MASTERPIECE

way in &
s i
ol works.

P
GRAND FRIZE
HIGHEST AWARD

EABO CORSET CO.

AT T Yonx

Bragging about their recent grand prize from the St. Louis World’s Fair, this 1905 Kobo ad offers to
send customers a corset ribbon and special threading needle for just 2$.

¥ Every Pir Guarateed

Warner’s was one of the most popular makers of ready-made corsets during the late 19th and early
20th century.



F. P. Pinchin Waist

GREATEST INVENTION OF THE CENTURY
STYLE 660

HE PINCHIN
Waksi Corsen |3 the
greatzat Inwantion
o ths cantery a0
The cemscn that
sosomplighes whsi 18 SUhEF
St hed Ll i pAEching 1n (ke
Y walgt and S0 lUghmrieg H,
| thar i makee shifing ard

lew days’ wearing. Iml i
I zhape Tooss,
Elving -3 ungal 'hf Epear-
inca i5 the !lwu. It 3 ms
Impdaibiliy, wndar the 2id

Ellliy for ihe eorset 1o bose s
Fé,  THES SOrFSed 13 Mol
hﬂ' “ﬂ!mm

garment ©
ﬂnm'l. J!M'hnmmmhtnlr
raeed by he leading corsat
wxpeTes and dragamakers and
grociainied by all 4z the
Idedl Corser.” W la cwdn

Dr 2 beautliul quatiny of eos-

line_bening. loag hip
C.alm White and Drab.

Slres— 8w 20

Price $1,00 £

AWARDED
Grand Prize and
Two Gold Medals

ar Lowisiana

s‘ Purchase Yo
PINCHIN WAIST ST

ighes |Iﬂnmlmlmllu’nl‘r
TRADE HARK REGISTEALD kel Fe iy

Fend two-cent sfxmp for zef of handseme Faper Doils

BIRDSEY & SOMERS, 349 Broadway, New York, N. Y.

Tight corsets were considered right corsets by the fashionable, and this “Pinchin” 1905 corset ad
promises to pinch the waist so tight the corset will not loosen or relax during wearing.
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WEINGARTEN BROTHERS, Dept. E, 377-379 Broadway, New forl

The changes in figure and corset changes throughout the early 1900s are too nuanced for most
people to detect today, but were considered vital to dressing well, as this 1905 W. B. ad stresses.



A 1905 W. B. corset ad, showing some of their most popular styles. The Nuform 403 and Erect Form
720 were considered suitable for “average figures” and were made of white or drab coutil and white
batiste. They both sold for $1. The Nuform 406 was better for “medium figures” and was described
as having a “deep hip with unboned apron extension, staunch enough to restrain the overfleshiness
of hips and abdomen.” It sold for $1.50 or $2, depending upon the size.

WARNER’S
- Rust-proof Corsets

T - oy & 1
| i *

v ‘-

"ASHION says that waists are smaller, decidedly round, the lines
rather tapenng, with the bust higher—in fact, the outline of the
form clearly defined—nothing radical in this. It is a comfortable,

figure fashion. This type of form may be easily obtained from
the shaping of a

WARNER'S RUST-PROOF

These corsets are all equipped with the famous * Security " Rubber
Button Hose Supporters—a splendid corset and an equally splendid
hose supporter.

Price, One to Five Dollars per Pair

THE WARNER BROTHERS COMPANY, New York, Chicage, San Francisco

Every Pair Guaranteed

From a 1905 Warner’s ad that proclaimed, “Fashion says that waists are smaller, decidedly round,
the lines rather taping, with the bust higher... This type of form may be easily obtained from the
shaping of a Warner’s Rust-Proof... Price, one to five dollars per pair.”
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CORSET i

N WALOHN

Perfect Eorset |

. CUSTOM FITTED
“> HAND FINISHED
Fitted to your measure
Fitted to your form
Fullest freedom of action
Greatest aid to health
Price $3.75 to $7.50 ||
Stylish, Dajety, Durable,
Full of Grace and Comfort.
For Blender, Medium
and Stout

Boned througheut with
““Walehn.' Superior to
Whalebone, Acknowledyed
the only boning not afected
by wear, water or heat.

Corset and Bowing Fully
Lnaranteed,

FREE &, Petorrs, |
bock, ** Corset Comforts and
Corset Dangers.” It will be ||
a revelation to you. {
LA LUETTE CORSET ||

COMPANY |

CUSTOM DEPT. K I
97 E. 224 St., New York |

Whalebone and steel were used in most corsets of this period, but this 1905 La Luette ad boasts the
use of “walohn,” a man-made “bone” mentioned well into the 1910s.

Chez la Reine du Corset
M* C. GUILLOT

10, Rue de la Palx, 10

CORSET-=
GAINE

Broveid

en tricot de sofe inextensible,
absolument fexible,

o

La Mode et les Sporis ont Insplré cette création
Sans busc devant il se porte sous les robes « princesse » ot Iégtees

C'EST LE CORSET IDEAL DE TOUS LES SPORTS

A 1906 French ad stressing flexibility for active women.



THREE J. C. C. GRACES

The perfect contour of these splendid
models denotes the e sta Fur all
'Lelc C. Corsets.  In uty of fabric, l.!l‘l-

lishment of lace, and in s1mngﬂa virty
J. C.C.is full up to all that is expect
a

fou u‘l nd ﬂme \un'lll models at_first-
class . Ith ber il will bu
| ! !r ir
A W“&"}ﬁ? A
are an  assu ar
l.!'bu of ﬁgum detinna

108, I..qu Skint I- [’! gmmp%i:m
material
- ! Emnul 1.00 per pair

1.00 per pair

I#E pair

1 s.1en|l-er { 1.0 per pir

'dg‘urw " LU0 per pair

“Superh Form" } inodii fu { 1.50 per pair
HNew Grand™ . w"“!' { 1.50 per pair

"I'HEJACKSIIN QDRSBTCO-. Jackson, Mich.

Corsets from the Jackson Corset Company, selling in 1905 for $1 to $1.50.



An unusual corset from 1905, featuring an abdominal belt.

) FOR THE
- WOMAN

NEWEST CREATIONS

" From PARIS

Corsets for “spirited” women, by C/B in 1906.



A Boon to the Slender Woman

No lady need show a deficient bust measure.
Sahlin Perfect Form and i L
Corset Combined i". the only

e iniad bl No Eyslels
rment na W No Surl
builds up the figure, producing the high s-uu:j“
bust and tapering walst effect so essen- Bieels
tial to present styles. No padding or ]
interlining required. No pressure & 8
on heart, £
lungs orstom- £ 7
ach. The il-
lustrations
@ show the
merit of the
arment, The
ack view
shows the 32
manner of ad- i =
justment. Try the ition 3 it will
." throw your shoulders back natu-
. rally and expand the chest.

$1.50 Ask your

DEALER N
$1.00 :k SAHLI
W It is your guarantee against unsatisfac-
tory sulstitutes, If they cannot suppl
you, senid us your order with dealer
name. Two styles; high or low bust.
Made in corset sateen, white or drab, also
white summer netting. Best ?

i jum, $1.00, Postage
m?n'ld.. Give bust and walst measure,
and length of waist from armpit to waist.
line. Write for interesting Catalogue. FREE.

THE SAHUIN (D, 1322 Wabish Awe., Chicage.

'_."

Being too slender was a real concern for many Victorian women. Corsets of any type helped define
the hips and bust, but the Sahlin corset promised even better results—without padding. It worked by

pulling the shoulders back, which naturally pushed the bust forward. As featured in the August 1906
issue of The Delineator.

WEAR THE

EW '
(.
o)\

Promising to reduce the figure— especially the abdomen—of the stout woman “without the slightest
discomfort,” the Nemo Self-Reducing Corset sold for $3 in 1906.



“The body needs support” a 1906 Ferris Good Sense Waist ad claimed. But compressing corsets
made the body rebel; a Ferris Good Sense Waist, the manufacturer claimed, is flexible, and only

B _consm% _

Esch pais of W. B Corseta, i made with the ides consantly befie
omglelicl responebility for the repasation of the product rests in
s particalar pormeat. W, B Corsels fit 52 every point becsuse
there is 2 special model for every eype of figure.
Th-u‘ are mrlemll!'ﬂlx‘-\ w0 warrnt ; and every deaber who sells
o seands thaie b yam, funt 4n ww guar.
amcmnmmh For pale soerywhars in every slore,
B! WEINGARTEN BROTHERS, Mir, J77-379 Brasdway, New Tork
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W. B. corsets advertised widely throughout the late 19th and early 20th centuries, and made a wide
variety of corset styles, hoping to please women of all figure types. This ad appeared in the
September 1906 issue of The Ladies Home Journal.



YOU CAN WASH

"H&W

Corset Waists

This gnrment combines a

rzrf!cthtl.lugﬂnrsﬂwnh t and

lace trimmed corset

Qinfﬁl' ;{;;:III: sllln&traugm
shows sty [: 8

imporled batiste, ”s!ﬂzei 1

to Ju,

Price $1.00
ONLY ONE

MATERNITY

(HEGISTHREDR)

e WAIST

“H&W”

Soft and :':Ignbie. !Iﬂ'liéll
5 On & & Wil ]
:annge adjusted to the l:um
fort of the wearer, ull st
removable ‘This waist Iruld:i
Ilu re I:I::ml"b timrsl in
ringing
wsk;l aml inental cou-
ort. It is a boon to the |
expectant muther. )

Price $1.50
At Comet Dept. All Stores
Or umnrl::e:aii a]lil ur:felpt of
THE H & W CO.
NEWARK, N. J.

A 1906 H & W corset ad featuring a maternity corset of “soft and pliable” material, with adjustable
lacing along the sides.

A Perfect Figure to Every Lady

WHO WEARS A

Sahlin Perfect Form and Corset Combined

Ladies who have worn this ganent are No lHooks
anxjous to testily to its werits. The llus No Clasps
iratlons tell what space docs not allow ws No Eyelets

to print. The Back View shows the man- = Nu Strings
ner of adjustment ; try the position. It will ‘L, o Heav
naturally throw your chest foruwand. ; &

shoulders back
and cause you b
to stand £ "

Y expanding
f  the lubgsaml
strengthening
the heart aml
stotmach.

B 1.00 Ask your

2 ¢ stz SAHLIN
i 31,5 Itis your griarantec
against  unsatisfactory
sulstitutes.  IF he cannot supply you,
Y send us r oriler with dealer’s name.
Two styles: high or low bust. Made
in corset sateen, white or drab, also
white surmmer nrttin;i Best grads

1.5 P

prepaid. Give busl “and wabst
measure and length of waist from arn-
pit to waist line. Write for interesting
catalogue. Free.

THE SAHLIN COMPANY
1326 Wabash Avenue, Chicago

Designed to “throw your chest forward, shoulders back, and cause you to stand erect,” the Sahlin
corset sold for between $1 and $1.50 in 1906.



A Faultless Figure

has the long lines, well accentuated romnd
waist, modified hips and o groceful waist
line. All these and from two to four
inches longer waist are given by the

6D ) waie
CORSET

i Ue urch) all models offered by this
scientifically designed corsei, cvery fault
is corrected, every good Tine and graceful
enrve brwgln oul.

Ask at the corset department for
G Justrive, Have several stybes fitted to
youn until you find yone corsel. 11 astore
does wol keep the G-I Justrite dow's buy
an inferior corset.  Wrile us pod we will
see that you are allplflml al ance. The
extrenie comlfort and the attractiveness
of your fgure in & G-13 Justrite inake it
pay you o iwsish wpon relttug ihis corset,

Crar ™ Cornet Thook ™ I:tlnln:nulm'lmri’tron

thee correct limes of Lhe figune.

Gage-Downs Co, 265 Fifth Ave., Chiﬂgﬁ

A 1906 ad for G-D Justrite corsets promised a “faultless figure.”

Aﬁ RI ENI{EETEREO

BUST SUPPORTER
Laces in Front and is
Boned Thronghout with “Walohn”

The AERIENNE pre- They laonder as eas-
vents  ugly r.-orscl fly and daintily as an
lines in the back when II'{ corget cover.
sitting or bending Get the AERIENNE
forward as well today and be sty-
asunsightl lish and com-
breaks in bus fortable. If
line in fronmt. your dealer
The AER| cannot supfl.iy

laces in fromt, you send us his
name and ad-

can always be
fitted snugly aud ress, your bust

perfectly aver mensure, and your
any corset, . own mame and
nigh or low, % address, with
helding the $1.00, and we
bust firmiy | will send you
and Insur- |° at once an
ing matu- AERIENNE,
ral, grace- | made from
ful, ta daintly white
ing lines Batiste, Ex.
to any tra fine
figure. i ade of
e AER- atiste
IENNE is costs
simple, $2.00
grac efu i an
aud practi- Silk
cal. It gives £i.00.
elegance of If you
figure with i I are not
the great- . Neticathe frontlacing. satisf-
est com. | Insores perfeet ndjust- ed, re-
fort to the | mentatwaistand bast.  turn the
wearer. garment
AERIENNE Buost Sup- nnﬂ our money will
ters can be washed, cheerfully re.
ed and Ironed wilh- rmnded.
out removing the bone ddress Dept. 1

Sy LILY OF FRANCE CORSET CO., Inc.,
625 BROADWAY, NEW YORK




Attempting to find favor with those looking for an alternative to rigid, traditional corsets, this 1908
Aerienne ad calls its product a “bust supporter.”

Crforms

GUARANTEED TO RESTORE NORMAL FIGURE

A reducing corset that will bring
the figure int{;n!reper alignment
with perfect comfort. Every wearer
will at once feel an exhilarating
effect of support and easy carriage.
In addition, CONFORMOQ has cur
special adjustable bust supporter.
We offer CONFORMO with a
guarantee torefund money
if found unsatisfactory,and
ata price less than was ever
asked for a reducing cor-
set, Write for our interest-
ing Fashion Book on Cor-
sets—jfiee wfon Feguent.

CONFORMO comesin
medium high bust, medi-
um long hip — medium
high bust, long hip—high
bust, long hip. Made of
high-grade white coutille.

Sizes 18 to 30, §2.50; 31t0
[36, $3.00; 38 to 40, $3.50.
Give actual waist and bust
nieasures, also size of cor-
set NoW Worn.

We Want Arents
Ladies desiring to inerease their
income by bendling this high-
grade speeialty ehould write us
wt once.  Qutfit prepaid.

WOMAN'S APPAREL SUPPLY CO.
1319 Wabash Ave., Chicago, 11l

A i

Although corsets were worn by fashionably-sized women, too, this 1908 corset ad targets
overweight women.

The supreme
n corsets—
REDUEO, ERECT FORM
and NUFORM, impare- S8
ing shapeliness to the y
largesz as well as
the senderest J

Floibiasis ntsd st bt wilbooming
T REDUSO wil Impecre the Egure: of aver-devel-
opsd women. It sooomplishes: remarkuble revelis
with the greasest sase, #octing & positive redacrion
of from wes bs five inchas, cxtinely by |is scientiilc
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W. B. NUFORM—THE HIP-SUBDUING CORSET
e L
E&é—?rr'b?:"ﬁ :.:ﬁ%' = ANt Alne wade in S1 50, 8200 and $7.00 Gealitics




At the turn of the century, and for many years before and after that time, to be either overweight or
too slender was considered equally unfortunate. W. B. ran this 1908 ad targeting larger women,
saying their Reduso corset made women up to 5 inches thinner. Since corsets tended to make hips
large, they also stress their corset is “hip-subduing.”

Are You (etting Stout?

Yeoucan have as good o figure as
any woman if you wear one of my

Ewing Reducing Garments
and you need not diet, take
drygs or tireaome cxercises, [
make the Ewing Hip and Ab-

dominal Reducing Ei.l'ld. al
the Ewing Bust Reducing Gar-
ment, 3‘ are beautifully
of light materials,
lined with rubber,
ventilated, cool ;:m,i
comfortable to wear. No
buckles, or steels.
They will redoce wou
Ao 4 to 14 inches the Ern
<" time worn and withont
the slightest harm orin-
convenience. 1 make them to

garment guaranteed. Mo
corset can reduce you -
mancatly, and no other Reduc-
ing Garments are hygienic and comfortable —1
because 1 have rried them all. The Ewing
Hmlng hGa:rmcmg.‘o noet bind er distribute the
esh to other parts—they draw the fat com
% The ing Hrg and Abdeminal Rm
;Ths only § oz. Sold _sn%hmmmalﬁl bﬂ t]!:;
good!mr!t L] =1 322

lulm.tdl;zyl'cim and hmdrudl‘ed'm and wom.-
en wearers, Wear r.l::dbm.d a few weeks before hav.

E

blasks Dent g a weelk wi imowing whal T sas s for
WA, lEk witmin of A4 Wlhgs, RBd e asd
woma In wills of Lfs are =7 milided ..

o gruiefel patren
ELIZARETH EWISG, Dopt. KW, 1040 ShefMeld dve;, lm

Although technically not a corset, this “reducing band” was similar. Meant to control rounded
stomachs, it was essentially a rubber girdle, advertised in 1908.

Graceful
Figure
is woman’s
most lasting
charm, /|
Cultivate 7~
and preserve it
by wearing the
GD .

CORSETS
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Whatever your figure, the
G-D Justrite naturally pro-
duces the now desired round,
slender waist and hip effect.
It slopes gcnl]y and gra{':cfully
in at the waist line, leaving
plenty of room for deep breath-
ing. It has the perfect hip. Each
model shapes the form to the
lines of ifs ideal.

For Every Form there's » Qusttiles Fit

Ash your Dealer to show you the G-D

BT Wit e fon el CORSET

BOOK a commplete guide to corsel selection

GAGE-DOWNS COMPANY
268 Fifth Avenue - Chicago, Il )

Judging by advertisements of the era, including this 1908 G-D Justrite ad, by the early 1900s women
were more interested in being able to breathe while wearing a corset.



BON TON

EVERV ci:ru: virtue
i fully expressed
in the e:gumu new
Spring m
Among other exclu-
sive features, those dis-
tinctively new are the
high bust, long far
fmnt.longshap:lrllnck,
very new, long
flat hipeffect, Fashion's
latest requirements.
%3 0 510 e ovoeveDer

ROYAL WORCESTER
CORSET CO.
WOACINTEN N HEOW VORE
ROYAL WORCESTER
AMD BOM TON CoRSETS

=

“Bon Ton” (meaning “the fashionable elite”) was a term adopted by many fashion makers, including
those of the Bon Ton corset. This ad is from the May 1908 issue of The Delineator.
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perfees de for every size form, from the
simmest 1o the soares.
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mached 1o eweey pair,

$1.00 to $5.00 Per Pair
Tha Wioms B Ca., Mo Yk, Chienge, Ouklud

EVERY PAIR GUARANTEED




Even though corsets were seen only by the women who wore them, their maids, and perhaps their
husbands, having them in disrepair was not acceptable—even if the eyelets were slightly rusted
from wear or cleaning. As seen in this 1908 Delineator ad.
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W. B. REDUSO

The perfect corset for large women

wamen on the sma

T4 places over-developed
s s Ay abirdir
Eific renatruction it

wm bigh bust, hag hips snd extra kg
back. Made of wn excellent guality of
white soutll and white batiste. Hose wup-
porters froat and sides. Siees 19 t2 3
PRICE $2.00. Alss made in 2.0 guality.

ST

W. B. corset ads, like this one from the May 1908 issue of The Delineator, often targeted slender or
“stout” women.

Sizes 18 ta 3. PRICE $1.50.
Alsa mads in .60 and §7.00 guadifien.

ERECT FORM 753.—A sorset for awerage
figures, Flas madiom bast and kag bip.
Made of white and drab coutil snd white
batiste. Hose sepportess om front asd
aides. Bises LR 030, PRICE $1.00.
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Fashions of the early 1900s favored the young and slim. This 1908 editorial from The Delineator
discusses how best to wear fashions if the figure is more rounded.
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THE SAHLIN CO., Sa/e Makers, 1318 tha‘h Ave.,, CHICAGOD. ]

This 1908 Sahlin ad promises to either plump or slenderize the figure.
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Nemo corsets for “stout” and “slender” women.
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BUST EUPPBETEH

“The kind that laces at the front"
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Makes Your Bnure Trim and Graceful
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oulremoving the bonlng.
LILY OF FRANCE CORSET CO., Inc.,
625 BROADWAY, NEW YORK

Modern women complain bras create ugly bulges on their back. Women in 1908 complained corsets
did the same thing. Enter the Aerienne Bust Supporter, which, among other things, claimed to
eliminate this bulge.
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Nemo corsets from a Lipman, Wolfe & Co. catalog, featuring corsets for almost every problem
figure.

||':l

C/B corsets, selling for between $1 and $5 in the Lipman, Wolfe & Co. catalog. The same catalog
also featured mohair and silk corset laces, as well as perspiration shields to protect corsets and
dresses.
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Ferris Good Sense Waists, as featured in the Lipman, Wolfe & Co. catalog. The children’s corsets
were corded and cost just 25i and up. The athletic waist was $1. Although reform fashions never
caught on for most American women, Ferris corsets were often advertised. They were probably
worn by women involved in sporting activities or by young children.

a0 LIPMAN, WOLFE & CO."8 SUPFLEMEXNT TO CATALOGUE No, 40

Superb Corsets —Finest

Cur templete eorset weetion contning svery ndjusmet for fukionable fitling and dress improving, in preetieally svery mske

W. B. corsets, as featured in the Lipman, Wolfe & Co. catalog of the early 1900s.
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A naughty photo of the early 1900s, showing a lounging woman with a shockingly small waist.



Women could tighten their own corsets by crossing the strings in the back and pulling them around
the front of the waist.
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A long corset for the new Regency-style fashions of the early 1900s.
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The C/B Spirite corset was popular at the turn of the century.




EFFECT
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An early 1900s Coronet corset ad, showing how “superior” a new style corset was to the figure.



A racy photograph postcard from the early 1900s, showing a woman removing a ribbon corset.
These short corsets were made of strips of cloth or ribbon and were designed primarily for
sportswear.

A maternity corset with elastic at the hips and laces in back and on the sides.



A woman cinching in her waist with a S-curve corset. Notice how the corset has an open area at
center front; this is designed to help create the “pigeon bosom” so popular at this time.

IMADAME BELLANGER
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Madame Bellanger corsets, as seen in a 1910 issue of La Mode Illustrée.
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Warner Brothers began in 1874 and was run by two women’s disease “specialists.” Warner’s
continued making corsets and other lingerie through the late 1960s, when the business diversified
and changed its name. This corset was featured in the September 1910 issue of Ladies” Home
Journal.
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The new, long corset, as it appeared in an ad in the June 12, 1910 issue of La Mode Illustrée.



A corset for a young teen, from 1911.

A 1912 ad for a French corset.
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The fashion for less rigid corsets died when long, lean fashions took hold. Now it was more common
for corset manufacturers to brag their corsets were “firmly boned” and wouldn’t become misshapen,
as with this ad from a 1910 issue of Ladies’ Home Journal.



Newest corset design, 1917.
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Scaled pattern for the same corset, redrawn for the modern sewer. 1 square = 1"’
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A 1913 image showing how necessary it was to have long corsets with the new lean fashions.




Correct
Corsets
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An American Lady corset for “medium figures, low bust, extra long hip, extra long back, batiste...$2”
in 1912.
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The Corset
that supports &

reduces

LEAD[NG- doctors and

ctalLata have testified to
the hmllh~valu:.- of this wonderful
yet simple corset, and their opinions
are further endorsed by the fact
that hundreds of the most notable
of fashion's devotees wear them
regularly, Prices range [from
6“] to 45{-

Send for the Free Book deserib-
ing and illustrating the Jenyn's
Patent Reducing and Supporting
Corset to-day.

Corsets, Box 185, G.P.O,,
MANCHESTER

%ﬁEN\Ns PATENT

REDUCING & SUPP(} CORSET
e £397/ K12

EEN _\LK\:'M?

With its many laces and clasps, this 1913 corset was designed to slim the stomach and hips for the



long, lean dresses of the period.
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lﬂheﬂ-ﬂmﬁe&me& TREO COMPANY, Inc.

Now that the tango and similar dances were common, corsets had to allow better freedom of
movement. And as corsets became more like girdles, brassieres were often sold alongside them, as
in this 1919 ad.

= ——it’s the same with hats,
some make you look younger—ijust so with Corsels.
YOU do look younger when you are correctly corsefed.
Be wise and wear a G-D Justrite Corset which has been
designed over a living model with ideal figure lines.
IunhcnylquC—D,Tumhefwwul higure type and in continui
\ will l:::l}'

wear it, your figure is molded into the same cutline. le
see thischange. JTSTHEG D JUST,

Priced from $25 dowm, according to nuuu-u]_

MasMﬁ!Hdﬂlnﬂl’uthﬂ ure, Cood steres and Corset
Shepa sell GO Justrite Corsets.  Free ||.I¢ " Comer Secret n."/
CACE-DOWMS COMPANY, DGPI C
Mm-dt—.ﬂjmm.c.nn 2106 Wabash Ave., Chicage -
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The 1910s were the beginning of fashions love of all things youthful, and this 1919 ad promised to
make women look younger if only they’d wear a G-D Justrite corset.



A maternity corset from 1919, designed for “a stylish appearance, safety for the little one

comfort” for the mother.
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Pfospe(;tive Mothers|
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Maternity
No. 2215
$3.50

very prospective
rother may have a
stylish appearance,
safety for the little one ©
and comfort for herself
during the maternity
period.  For twenty-five
years the H, & W. Ma-
ternity Corset Walist has
been by far the mose fa-
vored product in this
highly popular line,

It gives support where most
needed, is solt and pliable, with
lacings on cither side adjustable
to the comfort of the wearer, and
thus after confinement, as well
as before, holdsthe figurestylishly
and naturally.

Particularly, also, is it invalus
able after surgical operations and
in every convalescence, corrects
ing weaknesses and properly pre-
serving the figure at all times
with perfect safety and comfort.

Made in a varicty of styles and prices.
We especially recommend Number 2215, here illustrated.

Price $3.50 at all dealers. If your dealer hasn't it, write
and we will see that you are supplied.

Write for booklet

i -

Tl_le H & W. Co., Newark, N.J.
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LET your mirror refllcct you
at your best. You cannot do

yoursell justice unless you
wenr a perfect fitting corset,

THOMSONS
. “Glove“Jitting™"

CORSETS
l

| AsionG the latest models s
one which will give your figure
these slender youthlul lines,

I ““The Standard Carset of
| the Warld™ for 64 years.

. GEO. C. BATCHELLER & CO.
130 Fifth Ave., New York
| Chicago San Francisco

———

and



A Thomson'’s Glove-Fitting Corsets ad from 1919—64 years in the corset business.

‘Thie preference of the best stores nearly every-
where to feature the Modart is but the reflec-
tion of the satisfaction this truly remarkable
carset has given to their most valued patrons.

Modart ads always stressed a proper fitting, and their saleswomen were trained to take “scientific
measurements.” This ad appeared in the September 1919 issue of Ladies’ Home Journal.
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An “athletic” corset from the 1910s.



A Spirella corset from the 1910s.

A 1910s era racy photograph showing a long corset with garters attached.
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“Woven wire boning” was more flexible than flat steel bones or feather or whalebone. As seen in a
Charles William Stores catalog from the 1910s.
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Corsets for a medium figure, as seen in a Charles William Stores catalog.

A Mosible, slighly boned sorwt made i solt
Constwinaite e marusl fines, 12
the body. 18 is the sorme of comiort and

A short, wory Bghly boned consr for sies
x| Bhene with alighs figrres,

Just as doctors once recommended certain brands of cigarettes, doctors also once recommended
certain makes of corsets as seen on these 2 pages. In 1922, Goodwin corset makers claimed “world
eminent doctors and surgeons recognized” their corset’s “corrective powers.”
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According to this 1921 Charles William Stores catalog, back lacing corsets fit best if ordered about 3
inches smaller than the actual waist measurement, while front lacing corsets needed to only be 1
inch smaller than the waist.
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Made of “surgical elastic webbing,” these 1925 corsets were designed to “encourage reducing and
give the gracefully restricted figure...fashionable freedom.”

A 1924 Spirella corset.



BON TON

“**Rubber

Reducing Corsets

_G(ol those hours when one must be doubly certain that the lovely after-
noon frock shall Jook just right, or to assure the perfect drape of evening
dress, corsetry in the Bon Ton model just suited to your own particular
need Is, of course, the proper thing.

ROYAL WORCESTER CORSET COMPANY
WORCESTER HEW YORK  CHMICAGO SAK FRANCISCO  LONDON

Which Figure is Yours?

There is a Bow Ton Aedel for Every Figure
Hade by The House of Royal Wercester

e e
AVERAGE ELENDER STOUT

As seen in the March 1925 issue of Ladies’ Home Journal.
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BRAZSIERES
COMBINATIONS

“It really began twenty years ago, when small waists went out, and ‘straight fronts’ came in! From
that day on, ‘corsets’ have been gradually getting to be more and more comfortable...” As seen in a
1925 issue of Ladies’ Home Journal.



A typical corset from the 1920s.



= .

A 1920s corset for a woman with a fuller figure. The bands at the abdomen are designed to flatten.

Corsets of a wide variety of types, including “corset waists” for girls and a maternity corset. From
the M. W. Savage Co. catalog from 1927-28.
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When bust-supporting corsets went out of style, brassieres took over. Unlike most corsets, though,
they weren’t designed to uplift the bosom. They did the opposite, and flattened the breasts. Notice
also the child’s “waist” designed to support the stockings.
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Today, most women take to loose clothes soon after discovering they are pregnant. But throughout
most of history, women wore maternity corsets or girdles. These maternity girdles are from the
Charles William Stores catalog from 1928.
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Girls and young women continued corseting in the 1920s. Like the “waists” of the Victorian era,
their corsets or girdles had shoulder straps and were less compressing than models made for adults.
From Charles William Stores catalog from 1928.
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The Charles William Stores 1928 catalog claimed girdles were “the healthy way to reduce” the
figure. “By gradually tightening” some girdles, “you can reduce your hips from one to three inches.”

TWO-WAY STRETCH
GARMENTS ate tide a
SECOMND SKIN




Notice how extreme flexibility was emphasized for these girdles from the 1934 Montgomery Ward
catalog. Girdle makers and sellers often emphasized undergarments with “not a bone in its body,”
but many girdles still contained feather boning or spiral steels.

AR CONTROL does the trick
<eennd W's weally 1

o4 You can always adjust
4 a Back Lace to fit!
=N 4% %E-:'E':
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The simpler styles in the top row of this Montgomery Ward catalog page look very much like modern
day shape wear, available at any department store.
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Short and lightweight girdles for slender figures.




Undernoath It all..

Snaet a Bt o g e
MGULBETTE §F EARTER Saldock pasti
o girdie. Peach of white, each 100
BOSTEL BY THRG. Pistie

Zghosur power e for o alinlky bnok, o om

BAMIEL 67 ROLITHOOE IXELUNIVE.
Lacelawes® paaie girdle Frach, white, 8 08
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A variety of girdles by Bonwit Teller, made from white, peach, or blue power net and Lastex, selling
for $2 to $5in 1941.
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With a special “Sta-Up-Top” of wide elastic, this 1941 Warner girdle promised to solve a common
problem: Roll down.

Maiden Form was founded in 1922, and always promoted womanly figures. By the time fashion
caught up with Maiden Form designers, the company was a leader in bras and girdles. This ad
appeared in the August 1941 issue of Harper’s Bazaar.



«.that's war-talk for wandedul Jantzen panty-
girdlos that bring down the rear, trim the ribs,
baelitfle the walst, smooth the tummy, streomline
the hips...put you of sose In your slocks and
undforens. Thiy itoy up o tha top, down ot the
bottom without pinching, poking, binding or
twinting, They're sheer ond sure...cool ond com-
fartable...on floxible os Jomtzen swim sults...wash
o5 easily o3 your skin... 5.00 ko 7.50. Other Jontzen

foumdoflors 2.95 to 1000 ab all leoding siores,

JANTIEN FOUNDATION DIVISION » DOVER, M. 4,

\
Jantzen, a maker of swimsuits since the teens, produced many girdles in the 1940s. This 1942 ad
plays heavy on WWII and the “slacks and uniforms” women sometimes wore at that time.
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«..Gossard is an old hand at making
non-elastie foundations...and we

den‘tmeanironsides! Gossard'snew

JOBS are now “About Town” . . .
and are l]'le;r COOL numbers!

Ths GOSSARD £z




Gossard, a Victorian favorite, was still advertising corsets and girdles in 1942.

ACTION-EASE

WITH THE NEW “EXTENDO" CLOSING

You can slim your figure
to smooth fashion curves...in light and
lavely Corsees. .. ereated for your
youthlul, active figure.

By the 40s, zippers were often found in women'’s clothing in general, and corsets in particular. This
corset appeared in the October 1947 issue of Charm.



You'll be lithe and bovely in your

brilliantdy styled Hickory Pantie. |
“That alim, trim athletic leak,
those lovely, smooch, firny lnes
are yours in Hickory creatioss.
Hickary Pantici gently but

comfort. ¥ou can always trust
Hickary=—the trademark that
has stood the test of time. Ses
Hickery Panties azd Girdles st
fime stores everywhere—always
higher ls quality than [n price.
Frrmanbift beuiniese—Ameriia's
m‘um"nm That Nower Lits
Tou Down'—Amhor Nickey Swcrr.
A BT B COMPARY, Ctags, Mo York

Hickory “panties” from 1945, designed to “gently but firmly mold our figure yet give you complete
and unrestricted comfort.”

into
evening

ITE & somsation, the Flexsit label is under-
meath faabions — where the sireamlining of
your smmmer outline starte.  With a Fleznit
Foundation, yeull rejoice im the figere you <t
in your business clothes—and revel in the com.
fort and freedom with which rhar drassatbe
smoothmess s schieved. Ir's & comboet that car.
vine you threwgh werking hours fresh for the
enchaniment of mid-wmaner evenings . .. 8
freodom that keepa you in good form lafer in
your glamour togs —in spirit as well s in figure!
It's the better shops and siores thal carry
Flesnit Foundatioas. Bat please bo patsent if
Fou have to wait a lintle.

ALLIN.CHES & SIKELES # PANTIN-GIRDLES
PAMTIES » SAKTIE BELTE » HOSE-3U

Eonk for This ludal

FOUNDATIONS

FLEX NIT, 760 Madisen Aveaue, New Yark 16, Now York




A 1945 Flexnit ad featuring a girdle with a zipper closing, made of stretch rayon satin.
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Girdles with legs were called “panty girdles.” Most girdles of this time period were now made with
nylon netting and elastic. These girdles came in white, pinks, or nude and were featured in a 1947
issue of Charm.

hold
that
line

[ ]
with |.|P| “yaur chsest friend”

You'll want to buy all the
glamorous new fashions in sight the

4 moement you slip inta a CUPID

girdle or panty girdie ! Your figure will loak . . .

divine! Lightweight, freedom.
faving, wonderful in action

.. . Cupid Foundations are

1.25 10 7.50.

Send for
free bocklel

The figure beauly A Lowelier You"

of the Cupid girl. . .
yours with fabulous
Cupid Contratlers

AL your favorite store, or write

CUPID FOUNDATIONS, INC.
5 East 35th Street, New York 16,

This Cupid girdle from 1947 received the Good Housekeeping Seal of Approval.



Here's the new 2-way stretch everyone is talking
about . . . covered with that wonder-maierial DuPont
Mylon! You'll be thrilled by this pre-shrunk [abric
that .washes and dries so miracolously fast. And
you'll be énchanted by the form-hug design that

- f&h %enﬂ{ (restrains  émbarrassing  bulges,
‘ ovely styles . . . panty girdle with
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| . ue and Black.
g k. WASHES “LIKE A DREAM"

. o E 2 Examine nd 'I‘(ﬂ' [ ?_:xs. “'f““ in : m.! sutun
E fomportablc, ol werR,
rille for Len ﬂ‘u““'- % ™ Mnlulﬂ’

out HiE Yeu mu Rothing. Send 1o, i

iy Wi that this u Blggest Just the coupon NOW)

T

AHHETTE FARHIONS I'-(l ﬂla! Linz
4% K. 17 50, Wow Yerk 3

NIDYT F H irdles 0 ar.
"u E will pay posmen ondy $3.98 cach (M98 for walm alscs 31-33.0 @
AMAZING pastage. 2 e caeh CO.D. 0
FEATURES E" iage, I nat mm : an..n.ea [ mey retum within 18 '
« Hylen Fabsla el o e l?;llunzﬂ 27, ﬁ' H
* Fra-Shrusk X Largs 31- ;Il xx Llrw -8, ¥
* Drim in ealar: Dack ®
Winwtes O Check Berd M yoi cBcling indficy M. nnulu.fh Bame 0
* Form-heg refund pusrantse. :
i mﬂﬂw' Mame. .
» 2 thrilling Agdren, 5

™

iy, Zonw_____ State, .
T L [ I-T repp——— |

Don’t reach for that
eookie, cookie, but do reach
for a Real-form Girdle or Panty Girdle!
These super smoothers are Raschel-Knitted,
I'ashlonen}wtn fit of 2-way stretch Lastex.
Guaranteed non-run, With removable

croteh. Also with panels. 85.

Write for Free Illustrated Booklet, Dept. 4-C

REAL-FORM GIRDLE CO. = 358 FIFTH AVE., NEW YORK 1, M. ¥.

“Don’t reach for that cookie, cookie, but do reach for a Real-form Girdle or Panty Girdle!” Made
from knitted Lastex, this girdle was $5 in 1947.
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Designed to shrink the waist and lengthen the midriff, Gossard sold this nylon girdle in 1947.



Mogneﬁc new
glamor. . .with rFe
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“No wonder more women wear these Formfit creations than any other underfashions” a 1947
Formfit ad proclaimed.
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From a 1949 ad, which stressed that Warner girdles came in “short, medium, long and extra long”
lengths.

At Last!...the
Wonder Girdle!

Ahl—what awonder-
ful feeling of com-
fort—what a sigh of
reliefl theinstantyou
put on FIRMASTYLE
. . . the famous
g§-way control
irdle! Preferred
¥ thousands of
fashion-con-
scious women for its
perfect fit. Weighs
only 614 ounces yet
meticulously de-
signed to give heav-
enly lines to heavier
figures. Holds and
supports firmly but
ly. FIRMASTYLE
lattens tummy,
curves hips and
diminishes waist
from 1 to 2 inches,
3 to 6 inch spread
at bottom for com-
fortable sitwting,

.
Proportioned to G
figure lengths. Made of Skinner's fine satin
nylon and nylon leno elastic. At leading
$1ores, or write us for name of store neavest

ou and copy of “Tips on How to Achieve
igure Charm.” Note: FIRMASTYLE i5 ap-
proved by the Journal of the AMA.

PRECIZE Foundations
14 Eost 32nd St.
New York 1, N, Y.

Weighing just 6 %2 ounces, 1949’s Firmastyle girdle was supposed to give “heavenly lines to heavier
figures.”

You’ll find new
corset comfort
with Spirella

UT comfort isn't all my new Spirella
gives. Now my figure gets pro
support. The perpetual tiredness that
spoiled my fun is gone. I look and feel

ger with more pep than I've had
in years, All because I tried the ™
and lift*” test (shown below) and learned
the secret of healthful Spirella support.

o o alo Noww lauvr yaur
fekeTe SErE
How do you get this new comfort? Only
from the Spirella Corsetiere who calls at

your home. In u:fi-:t and privacy, while
M%ﬁﬁ% you're comfortably supported in a spe-

cial modeling garment, she measures

- you for your Spirella.
Plre =l For name of your local Spirella Carsetiers, write
P s 0 £, In Canade
THE SPIRELLA CO.. INC. THE SPIRELLA C0., LTD,
HIAGARA FALLS, H.¥.  NIAGARA FALLS, ONT.

303

Claiming to “press and lift” the middle, 1949’s Spirella girdles were said to make women “feel



younger.”

Beoutiful, shapely, youthful—
just the woy nature intended—
that's the piciure of you wearing
a MATURFLEX bra and girdle.
Your figure is molded inta
Iovelior lines than you would have
dreamed possible—yel so noturelly=—
30 ortfully—this parfection
$0ams your vary ownl
Bras &%c bo 5100 & $1.19 (A, A, B & Coupa)
Girdles from $1.00 1o $1.99 !

AT YOUR

FAVORITE

CHAIN
AND

VARIETY
STORE

GIRDLES & VBRAS
53 West 23rd S, WY, 10, BLY.

Styled for the discriminating.
Priced for the budget-minded.

This Naturflex girdle sold for $1 to $1.98 in 1949.

the

50 easy to whittle away your waist!
An edjustable elastic band tops a gleaming
satin panel o make you inches smaller.
‘With exclutive Kant Roll kesping the top up,

et without boning—ecomfortably |
In nude, black, white, bive.
Small, Med., Large, Exira Largs. Only $3.95
at fina stores

H‘"‘lﬁ‘;N ew. York

In 1949, True Form advertised this waist-whittling corset without boning.



*SPORTIME GIRDLE. Natural rubber, Wear it
under bathing suits, shorts, slacks or play
clothes. Pantie style with perforated crotch.
Petal Pink, Powder Blue, Gardenia White,
Small, medium, large. $1.50.

A sports girdle designed by Kleinerts for wear under bathing suits or any other sports clothes. Made
of rubber, it came in pink, blue, and white and was featured in the June 1949 issue of Ladies’ Home

Journal.

fer you tall gals.
Higher at the -
waist, longer ot the bettem . . .
with Thi-Kontrol, a special thigh
- ftrimming and slimming feature
exclusive with Real-form. Raschel
' - knitted nylon, rayon and Lostex.”
In pink and white, girdle and panty girdle,
sizes 26 to 32. ' il ol

ol s e

REAL-FORM BRDLE £0., Bept U-1, 358 Fifth Avemse, Hem York |

This Real-form ad from 1949 indicated girdles with front and back panels “for firm control” were

available, as were “lighter” versions “for gentle control.”



Slim, narmow Fall Fashions by America’s greatest designers call for

NEW INVISIBLE PLAYTEX LIVING GIRDLE

Hew tashion silhouetie is the slim-
mest in ,-ann.ﬂi:gl Lma@
signers camcuflaging litd
at hip and thigh Teday, fy
o M el B e, b
No ether girdle slims snd trims
like PLATTEX—with ssch comfart,
sach frecdom of mction. Made of

Imvisible under ihe slockest fab-

rica, the slenderest skirts,
PLAYTEX washes in ten seconds,

pats dry wilh & towel. And women

= —3)"0' wear PLATTER faith-

‘.:]!{‘ the pext PLAYTEX you buy
ill prabally be & size smaller.

INTERMATIONAL LATEX CORPN.
Frapiun. ks, Do, Bal. #1943

“The new fashion silhouette is the slimmest in years. No longer are designers camouflaging little
bulges at hip and thigh,” said a 1949 Playtex girdle ad. These girdles were made from “tree-grown
latex” without seams or bones, and the ad claimed they washed “in ten seconds” and could be pat
dried with a towel.

BEAU-BRA

NEW WAIST NIPPER

The Beau-Bra was said to combine “the two most important features of the year. ‘CRISS-CROSS’ for
abdominal control and ‘WAIST NIPPER'’ for the new slender silhouette.” As seen in the September
1949 issue of Glamour.



FIGURE
SECRETS |

For the alluring fig-~ *
ure fashicn dictates,
| amart womes turs 1o
the Misi Amarica
| “locetie” girdle
and STRAPLESS
"“Scinta-bra. " IF
l your own decier
does not hove them,
| witeferinformetion,

| sOLD BY ¢
BETTER STORES EVERYWHERE

SLIMSTERS!

You’re sleek °n’ free
in **Skippies 3**

Lims temeoir o rawty. Festherdight and actionaight .. .en
ety aa you want "em .. with & whispeer of comarod and a workd of
combors .. witheut heavy bomes! “Skipphe 37w dewnpialt,
babbable, quick-deying. Pantias and ginlles come in o wriery of
eliitic fabrics aned lemgehn, widh bots of wrples and golon o5 chome ¥
frmmn. Gt 2 set o sasie e teelny at wny of dhe beter sires.

oy
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TWE FORMTTT COMPANT, (MG, REW VORK

The Formfit girdles 0f1949 were designed for light support and lots of comfort—and the
manufacturer stressed they were made “without heavy bones!”



Fashion Says: "Look Slim Waisted!”

T s ol el it i b beantiualbe. combctahl

thanks to Sears corsetry! What doss yowr figure need ... medeen, laced-in
corwrts, of chivar desigma that shape you profecdy without lusings?

Choose from this gals arvay oF grand vaboes; Sears is the place 1o buy Comets.
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Waist whittling went in and out of fashion during the 1940s, along with neo-Victorian dresses. In

1940, the Sears, Roebuck and Co. catalog featured these girdles, both designed to trim the waist up
to 3 inches.
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These complicated girdles look like ancient contraptions but were common in catalogs from the
1940s.

:.ul:_;:. Sears Inner Belis

[ T -

o

Girdles of this period were designed to flatten the stomach, smooth bulges— especially at the hips—
and make the waist more trim. These girdles were featured in a 1940 Sears, Roebuck and Co.
catalog.

Slim Your Whist! WE.r a Scars Girdle!

:'qu ﬂm‘% £ é?i‘}"f %
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Lightweight girdles from a 1940 Sears, Roebuck and Co. catalog. Also note the waist cinchers. The
“Tiny Waisted” is really a short Victorian corset.



| O Finet ég\ 1940 Fashion Says...

CHlsS @

V) Laces whitthe irsches ofl your waist ., .

Fioep coescts fresh and dainty with LUX
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A true corset with a zipper front is featured on this page from a 1940 Sears catalog, as well as
stomach belts, and spiral steel boned girdles.

you'll look
lovelier
naturally...

Sizes: AA, A, B & C cups
Girdles from $1.00 to $1.98

at your favorite
Chain and Variety Store.

qllﬂll'b‘fﬂ.sammsm-t

As advertised in a 1950 issue of Good Housekeeping, this Naturflex girdle sold for between $1 and
$1.98.

New York 10, N. Y,




curbs your
curves from
waist to hip
Made of Nexible. ary nylon,
this 15 & giedle to contrel your
pounds, extall your curves. Giving
you hips you'll hootay. & wast warth
ying o belt for. All 01 o purse-easy
price=with money over [or the
matehing bra. w Stylo 5452147 sizes
25 1o 32. = Siyle 5652—16" sizes 25 to 36,
White and pink. 85.00 » Matching
nylan bea=uyle G094, §1.50

This 1950 Bestform girdle was made from “flexible, airy nylon” and would give wearers “a waist
worth buying a belt for.”

LILY OF FRANCE

...TOD BEAUTIFUL J TO BE CALLED A CORSET

There's a change in the fashisn warbd,
Tha coare: has smerged from itn chrysallia,
Cormirae i it nase ., besutiful crestios with
wlegant French suchen. Ribbens and satims
and embrobieny ., Cormiers .. . to plessisgly
sli yom. mald you in cae amacth,
wbrgken (ine. Al in-are of power met ., 2530,
Alss available with shoubler siraps.

N —

A
‘High tops psty af shoer nybon slastic, 1350 HEH waisind of shony nybin sbaaths, 1050 Firat-soetivn of palat ot Prwer Bulbblitia
Bra .. wybom e, aybom luce vism, 100 Bra ... asin and aplo lace, 500 all ien veile, DRS0, B, rbes e 50

Lily of France called these 1952 girdles “too beautiful to be called a corset.”



this Mexees q!ld_il at 51283
i today’s first chaice!

i #e abape Bat mobu te foshon .
ol msshins ol haihiaass i1 bitad, 5
Flattarer W Girdle . created by
Fusan .. o wig g rylon paesar
st for greste Beawry. budtel eare.
Cone glance nnd o Ul e 5 guimie
roben S1L98. Fleaved wired,
Fobp plings nphiii s .
wlomoun hopes. OF smbooidered
Al el Ayl maiirviiame. 1395
Enck o beavty . . in white or black,
s par Rrvnsing ware fo Plasessd

The WITCHING POWER__

A wew Warner-iWonderful original in importod Chantilly lace and possernat.
Elegant as it i effective, this is Warner's freodom-loving translation L )
P E——. WARNERS
S bow wostled-fammons Wrman's coases your mideidl bnto longer lies m_m'm

with carefrea comfort ... makes you fit for fashion Pl S

Proving girdles could be beautiful as well as slimming was this 1952 Warner’s creation, made from



Chantilly lace and powernet.

® Under a bare dress,
a strapless brassiere that
reaches to the waist—
embroidered nylon
marquisette, cut very
low in {ront. $8.95.
The girdle, white nylon
strengthened both
front and back
with panels of rayon
satin. $10.95.
Both by Flexees, at Altman.

Harper’s Bazaar described this 1952 girdle as being made of white nylon, “strengthened both front
and back with panels of rayon satin. $10.95” by Flexees.

* A girdle to smooth
the figure above
the waist as well
as below it, Aitting close
against the ribs.
White elasticized nylon
and rayon, zipped up
the side. §12.50.
The brassiere (long
enough to meet the girdle),
eatin and embroidered
nylon marquisette. §3.50,
Both by Perma-lift,

at Arnold Constable.

Fitted close to the ribs, this girdle was made from white elasticized nylon and rayon, with a zipper. It
sold for $12.50 from Perma-lift.

® A girdle that concentrates
on the waist—white
elasticized nylon
with an extra band
to pull in the waist,
a satin panel to flatten
the stomach, %35.
The brassiere, nylon net
and taffeta stitched
in circles, 32,
Both by Formfit
at May Company, Cleveland.




This girdle “concentrates on the waist,” and in 1952 it sold for $5 from May Company.

Running, walking ding, shting,

your wonderful, comfortable “Permaslifi"*
MABIC OWAL CROTCH PANTIE

CAN'T RIDE UP—=EVER

Abis emjay tha lasting uplift of & "Parma , U Bes Amseriea's Tasurits,
with e Lift Bt nawa bets yoom diwen. Braa Trasmn 5150 4o 51250, Pavma « ™ Magia
Ohwal Pantivs frem 5509 1n 51005, See tham ab yewr favarite siore tnday,

4 P 8 vt 0 - S g s -+ o e 5.

Girdles had a tendency to either roll down at the waist or ride up at the bottom. This 1955 Perma-lift
girdle promised to do neither.



The Girdle That Will Launch a Thousand Shapes

& Ay whaphog lo [l b il i |emperimsi
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Marshall Fild; Subewim Far & b of
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“Allover shaping is just about the most important fashion accessory now,” wrote the editors of
Harper’s Bazaar in October of 1952. This high-waisted girdle (right) was made of embroidered black
power net and sold for about $25 from Lily of France.

“Not so long ago a corset was a monstrous thing made of whalebone, steel, and lacing,” wrote the
editors of Today’s Woman in 1953. Naturally, they felt modern corsets emphasized “the natural
look.” This long-waisted girdle is paired with a bra with “elastic diaphragm control.”



A “brasselette gives wider separation to the bosom, [and] a nice long line to the diaphragm and
waist,” this 1952 ad claimed.

A seamless, boneless latex girdle from 1953.
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in FormEITs peNNy.wise Skippies

Klinct t2 yor g, even kinder 15 yeu, Farmit's wing-light,
eloidanlt Sipphis. No beavy bens. No pinch, poke o bind
Skipples slim you smsothly with ibe genilesi of coniral! Girdies
and pantiss s your awsct bngth— yoar favorie syl and ela-
tica., Wash snd dry in & twinkBng. Skippies , . . for alimaters of
all agra. At oll mice sacees!

,. %%as
4 .!-' o A ’?).u,{
Al Bry ther mamuglarmurnrs of the famass Life Bras

Skippies girdles, made by Formfit, were “penny-wise” at just $3.95 and up in 1953.

the new
American figure
from head to toe

“The new American figure from head to toe,” the editors of Today’s Woman proclaimed in 1953,



featuring an “all-in-one corselet of featherweight elastic to give comfortable control without bones
or extra reinforcement.”

a girdle that slims
so much-

so comfortably...

and without bones!

5.33 Ftit“’-‘ Quﬁc-n

Ancther gréat ezclusive by the creators of Hidden Tresure®, Innee Circle®, and Merry-Go-Round® bras.
[

The Peter Pan girdle claimed to be the first girdle without any bones, made entirely of elastic. It also
claimed to cinch in the waist by one inch. As advertised in the June 1955 issue of Charm.



P Cimm s ey wEEEEEe e - o A = o

Just picture yourself

in 8-D wearing a Me%f

convertible sports bra. ..

« « « With true bra construction

<. alens eye view of you smartly sltired
for leisure . . . for smart spartswear. In easylo-care for
Dz River =
WRINKL-SHED Peplin.

[ (e
ANSG Soge NP B MELIAN . RO
¥ it waray, ar e

Made of breathable, pretty lace, this “braselette” sold for $5.95 in 1955.



Just as Victorian women wore corsets under their bathing suits, women in the 1950s often wore
girdles. A 1955 Charm editorial claimed this girdle was “invisible under the sleekest suit, a latex
panty girdle shaped to smooth the way for a closely figured swimsuit... It has a non-roll top, no
bones or garters, is fabric-lined and perforated.”

..:.;‘ |
NYLON ALL-IN-ONE $|098
bares your shoulders —
Half bra with oval wires and lovely em-
broidered nylon sheer cups lops a slimming
all-in-one. Mylon Lastex side panels and
a walk-free front gore are embroidered
nylen sheer. long zipper back closing
end SIX ribboned gorters, White or black.
A Cup: 32.36 B Cup: 32.42 C Cup: 32-42

An all-in-one garment, combining bra and girdle. Made of nylon, it cost $10.98 in 1955.



WHITTLES DOWHN
YOUR WAISTLINE
IMSTANTLY

SEEM TO
DISAPPEAR

Frenh Figure
REDUCE

5 sedret :‘MIIG laces ®lve you a fresh custom-m Fit=
ay., Adjustable to daily changes your fgure.

i absorh persp
#nd help keep you cool. French Flizere REDLU :Dﬂ.lar-
ar

@nteed to keep its strotch asd aps. Will not
3 st drea

e
B i o Eh CaeT e et
and thighs with the icreatest of case and com- & 4 98
Tort, sitting or stretching.
iN NUDE. WHITE and BLUE

Reg. ﬁiﬂlthmr cirdle, =ap-bottom crotch and garters,
Small 125-26), Med. (27:28). Large [28-30), EX. Large
"i‘lg “sizes for the fuiler figure: XX (33-35), XXX
(30381 KXXX (35-40), XXXXX (A1-43), XAxKKX

Hearkening back to laced up Victorian corsets, this 1955 girdle was designed to whittle the waist.

Sepportisg s American Priscos oo a Ihaliday:
Warses's very new Le Gant.” Aad what wonderfel
port=pesile wind ccmnbornabis, pet perscisive. waef ress:
suring, High-waisted, with s stretch hack, snd & usiquely
designed frost kece pancl. Beguiling on its own, it's 8
delicaie combination of Drarilisn Brows with ecru.
Nabon lace, munquiseste sid sheew power wot, #021;
also imwhise .. 2500, Maiching bra, #1621 . . §7.50,

“Beguiling on its own,” this Warner’s girdle was fashioned from deep brown and ecru nylon lace and
cost $25. As featured in the November 1955 issue of Harper’s Bazaar.



A 1955 Harper’s Bazaar editorial on foundations noted that “to judge from this autumn’s collections
—or from a glance along any city street from noon to midnight—black is better, if possible, than

ever.” Among the many black girdles featured was this one piece wonder with power net and satin
elastic.



Embroidered with rosebuds, this girdle was designed for slender women and cost about $8.95 from
Gossard in 1955.



“Designed for today’s straight-lined fashions” this Rite-Form whittled the waist, flattened the
stomach, and controlled the thighs. It was available in white, pink, or black and sold for $15 to
$16.50 in 1955.

C‘—‘ng"‘* CHloundidions, oo Ko A odlin--6s

“Scientifically designed maternity supports” from the Fall & Winter 1956-57 Montgomery Ward
catalog. The lacing along the sides, for a growing stomach, show maternity corsets hadn’t changed
much since the Victorian era.
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Playtex girdles from a 1956 Montgomery Ward catalog. G through ] were without seams or bones
made of latex and cotton and costing $7.95 to $8.95. K through M were for light control, made of
latex and cotton, and cost almost $5. N through P had non-roll tops and were made of latex and
cotton, and cost $5.95 to $6.95.

czﬁ..zg il Comer Bt Camt’ A2

BASG EYENTUL NTTASS THAT MRS FAVOSSTES FOm FLATYRST AN GONTROL

AL P e a B.05 s s s, v 608

D A s £ Sk et e ([ S P s . ey e e et ] s
e e e e B e by . ) i e e i o e
i e e e
S e v T T e ey
i o e e, P it e W S b T o e e e o e
e e . e e wet P T ety el
e e e e e e e e e e L
e poeh
e e M, P B P B o s, i BT . 1, L . P Y Gt
[ e e u s i
ok Ve o P B P B L B BB Wi B T LR LD B

AP . e H . i 1 = e i im e B
= el ik el Lty

Ay Fon e ot oo, T wnaLn same wom ranrid s wras 565
et o 4 8 S g (] 87 58 B e e i, 8
e o et b § e Gt i i L e e e B e s
e T B Do T Sty M e e e i B Lo ASe S
e e Do s e, b et . S 2 e i o o A e
e e e e e e e e =
P ) =

o e e e e =

-k =ty it e
A A, P e Py e . i
8 e, S Ay 8 38 . e S o B . 0 B
oty LI A Lo S48 b -
et S B T s, 1 s i . B,
S 1 e o 1 i s . s
e s e, o, P o B, Wi

The Spiral-x girdles from Montgomery Ward features metal coil bones “that can’t poke.”



g

| "’ h\T 17 YOS

Nylon power net girdles for “lightweight control” from Montgomery Ward.

Y

Although this girdle from the Montgomery Ward catalog had no bones, it firmly controlled the body
with power net, rayon satin elastic panels, and a zipper.

CA ety oo oo T s, o

Girdles in black, blue, white, pink, and red from the 1956-57 Montgomery Ward catalog.




50 to $16.50.
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Featuring spiral boning, nylon, and zippers, these Montgomery Ward girdles offered more definite

shaping.
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Girdles featuring boning, zippers, and “power band” control, from the Fall & Winter 1956-57

Montgomery Ward catalog.

these well boned girdles from Montgomery Ward hearken back to an

earlier era, featuring lacing, metal clasps, and coil wire boning.

For “troublesome” figures,



Montgomery Ward called these “waist cinchers” or “bracelettes.”

Waist whittlers with bones and elastic, from the Montgomery Ward 1956-57 catalog.
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These girdles had enough figure-shaping power that Montgomery Ward called them “corselets.”

American Modern...
ensuil freedom of fashion 1oday

for a naturally beautiful figure

Skippies

“Jormfit

THE FONMPIT COMPANT - CHICAEE « MEW TSOE ¢ CAMADIAN S1AST TIIGRID

™

Although this girdle appears more restrictive than many others of the era, in 1957 the makers of



Formfit promised it “doesn’t insist on having its own hard way with your figure.

not a seam to cut you anywhere!
Silf Skin M-'rl,"'mlen-o&r-...nb'—dlg...l"m“ﬂ
weams to cut and bother, yor masilils widd oontrols beamtifully! Make
e “inndeost dew™ and diwover that ealy Silf § anilamive
seamless ket in just as vebrety st om the immide w i i o-nd.
wssisbie—focls 20 good aext in you, Fell-fashioned .

in white, ghso i black. Nylon clastic, $555. Silk :I.-.c, |||ms

Asshown, 85
T  pe—
da e 1 Uit b
e gk vih | 5 | o ] B8

Most girdles had slit openings to make using the restroom easier, but this 1957 ad for the Silk Skin
girdle bragged about “no crotch seams.”



FOR YOUR
JUNIOR
FIGURE

. Support
in the style
you'll love to
become

accustomed to

Lace and Lastex made up many girdles of the late 50s, such as this one featured in the March 1957
issue of Seventeen.



MEW! FRONT ZIPPER
SLEEKETTE
for that SLIM and TRIM appearance!
- —— =

Stop and sralning
% te fasien eld-feshioned
bock hooks. Wear clever,

-

your figure. 50 eowy to get
inta—30 comforioble o
wear,

CONTOUR BRA Ightly re-
inforced with foom rubber.
Undercup wire fa euure

wplfi.
WAIST-CINCH 1o shope
~your :mh-hun o

_ | GIRDLE that mowlds
your hgure infe miw
slender flines with maxi-
mum eamfart,

DETACHABLE STRAPS
—weor it d-woypi—strap-
luess, haolter, off-the-
showlder or as @ reg-
whar torsaletbe bra.

ng..Easy lo SiP

Exbra long froni gariers ond
loag trofley govters in bok.

Batiste sdostie sides ond baek panel. Spedsl
gores on either side to give firm wepport with
moximum costrel and moders frasdom. Lavishly
wmbroidered nylon or fine preshrenk breoddeth.
Light o o feather. $12.30 valus for aaly $7.98.
Black or white in A cwp 3236, B cop 3242,

SATISFACTION GUARAMTEED

Although claiming to be modern, this 1957 Sleekette corset really hearkened back to an earlier era,
with it’s front clasps, long line, and shoulder straps.

PE. N
s the lady doesnit Know

Perma:-lift's Magic Oval Pantie
CAN'T RIDE UP-EVER!

Agmrenithy the yoasag Ly strodling o6 yosr left dors’'t kot Persr bl
Mllagic Crvad Panaie® * Can' R Up—Ever | Aud bosw can & giel relay when
ey girdle wen't say pret. Bue you can be somibnrilde ofl dey, in s *Porsa it
Magic: Crvall Pantie. [ willl never ride of oreep—rubior wrishle. Be hioed soday.
Funsie Do Nyl Pooens Nes. Lo fove s, oy 1
RTINS P o —
" U . it of A S & Sy g e P S . i, B30

e B 0




This 1957 Perma-lift ad calls it a pantie, but it’s still a girdle. Made of nylon power net, the makers
promised wearers would be “comfortable all day.”

A lightweight girdle advertised in Seventeen magazine in May of 1957.

“LOVELY-ETTE"’
Ideal PANTY for the OUTDOOR GIRL!

Wear it
Under
Slacks,
Shorts,
Bathing
Suit . ..

for your

Summer

i Wardrobe

with Removable Inner Crotch—
so easy to wash—and
— ” " Nyl 1 h had
FREEN l:lue!‘.'tt;:mll:lliu ¥lon tricol eroleh attac
You'll love this dainty, smarl, practical, light
power net brief, with embroidered satin lastex
downsiretch front, 23" waistband fo hold you
in. Helanca trim scalloped slastic edging feals so
soft and comfortable on your legs; 4 detachable
plus-lined garters. A lovely, 'Hgill, slimming,
comfortable brief that gives you maximum free-
dom and enjoyment for all activities.
Small (24-25), Medium (27-28), large (29-30)
and Extra Large (31-32) in white only. A beauty
at only $4.
[J-Send "LOVELY-ETTE Brief*”’ C.O.D. . .. l'll poy
98 plus postage.
O 1 enclose $4.98, YOU pay postage.
Size e (Be sure to include Nome & Address).

WILCO FASHIONS, Dept. LA610F,
35 5. Park Ave, Rockville Centrs, N. Y.

“Designed for the outdoor girl,” this 1957 ad proclaimed, the Wilco panty girdle was suitable for



under bathing suits as well as for any part of the Summer wardrobe.

with the revolutionary sir of Arnerican Modern...
its comfortable figuring first...wun

Skippies

R gy et wi. T WAL . W1 R SR 1 N
ot wm T e s gratabin @ Gt S, 8 LML, L B
e e . i, S

A 1957 Formfit girdle designed to “slim you gently from high waistband all the way to mid thigh...

for a naturally beautiful look.”



It’s not done with mirrors...

it's done with

nylon power net l -
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This 1957 Lewella’s girdle was “unbelievably soft” because it contained “pure cosmetic lanolin for
the ultimate in comfort and beauty.”
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LEWEL MFG. COL 180 MADISON AVE., NEW YORK 15



This Lewella ad appeared in the October 1957 edition of Seventeen magazine.

The Latest

igure Slimming

“Magic Lastic WIII!-I Band’’ will
INSTANTLY

Vanish 4 inches
OFF YOUR WAIST

It's Light as a Feother

In complete comfort,
“Yanishette", gently
but firmly trims your
torso inte pencil-slim
lines. Made of nylon
two way power knit,
it u'l;-'!N:urII‘,_ roll or

inch. Mo digging,
| ::itking bonn.ﬂ\zm -
o3 like @ dream . . .
dries in a jiffy. It's
exquisitely tailo
truly o beauty to be-
held, Regvlarhf $18.00

Now 8 sa g’:ﬁ:

[ Send “*Vanishette” C.O.D., V' II pur !8 $8 plus postoge.
[ 1 enclose $8.98, YOU poy postage.

Size._. Color
Be $ure Io lnclude Nﬂme ‘and Addre;s

WILCO FASHIONS, Dept. M1ON
35 5. Park Awve., Rockville Centre, M. Y,

The ‘50s brought back the small waist, so many girdles began advertising the ability to take “inches
off your waist.” This girdle was featured in the November 1957 issue of Seventeen.

DO YOU WANT A DREAM FIGURE?

Satin laex front and back pancli combine with nylon power-nex sides w mold your figure into fashion's
version of the perfoor womanly form,

The DREAM FIGURE ALL-IM-OME, climinares pinching or rolling. Has long frone zipper for case in
slipping in and cut. Criss-cross walk-a-way design gives freedom of
movement when bending. sining. suerching or walking. The DREAM
FIGURE has wondesful “held ia” power thae's comfonable and
effective wo properly shape your wono. No Bones sbour ir, Makes you
look shim, yex bots you feel free.

* Exciting fluid drape. 5595 white oe

* Unbroken line from bustline 1o thigh. Bl

* High bosomed bondeau. (panty ;mlo yle)
* Gives o flat fummy, a neat back view, s

yet permils rounded hips. T ™ B

B op 242

[ ettt L L e T P ————

| WILCO FASHIONS, Deptr. 5-310-N
35 So. Park Ave., Rockvills Centre, N. Y.

M FIGURE"™. | wasl bs try én a hye
Riflisd, | EEy Feburn ulﬁcﬁui' of ...fﬁ.'f;.l:,
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To avoid bulges between the bra and girdle, many corsets were made “all in one,” like this girdle
from 1957.

L




NOW...EXTRA HIGH
UPLIFT 4 LOW BACK!

=052 SWORD
o’ The most perfect sweater
— bra ybu u em seen |3 de-
ﬂIgﬂlﬂi ith Intlln Iuhi h
Wil us!
fmﬂu \’u&thfu ll|'.\-;.«1Irt

comfort red by
. frnut walll'r l-llln. l.l'lilr
l:nnlorlul daisles nul

guln'tln lt m’nl I:u:l
‘eeh-a-boo siraps between
bests, Notice lPltll”,’ -
signed low back, Perfect
“all purpase” Bra! White
only, Sipes J2-36A, 32
I8, 32400 cop. §3.95

Send 10c for our big
colorful catalogue of
Hollyweoed's Fabulous
Fashions ar 25¢ for a
year's subseription.

Pull in Those Inches...

CONTROL YOURSELF!

#3120 SKIN TIGHT

You'll fook |I¢m1wa in pants
—aor anything else—when
tame your hn: and thighs in
these light-as-a-feather skin-
tight pants I|- Nylon Tissue Knit
Power Net. pemm desl| i
leig won't slip o ride up.

trols full II." below waist,
Hemstitched (!I‘IIII front and
back. Bow trim. One plece
crotch. HJMr! tabs for de-
tachable garters. A slimmer!
Black, White, Pink or Blue.
Sizes 22" to 30 walst.

For Capris!

list $5.95
Bk I Koy Power NaL Wt snaclal

pecla
2 VIS iy s2.95  Bargaini 3399

A unique girdle designed for wearing under tight pants, as seen in a 1958 issue of Charm.

@=-E’>=-I§=[ﬂ E"E}@h‘]ﬁ‘
“All-in-Ong_”_

A2 -ﬂ P
% ggn'n';: 3648
At last! A Agore- ~glimi- |
nlu.ng all-in-ona you can
slip into a2 emy a5
contdress! This marvel- |
ous new Lwo-way streteh |
corselette has o full-
length 20" zipper thot
closes the open front
me Very tupi o very
ottom, to Vi nr
oy L .".ogu, un’:b:okzn ling the new glamorous
fashions demand. A batiste Laostex umer shield

%i.uel extra stomach cont Eml nylon
sheer bra tops, with rwoph- sabin under cups.
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A Wilco, zip-up girdle from 1958.
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Victorian women wore corsets well into their pregnancies, and 1950s women often wore maternity
girdles, as this 1958 girdle proves.




A Vassarette “extra long pantie girdle” made of nylon power net, from the September 1959 issue of
Ladies Home Journal.
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Gossard’s was a popular line of women’s underwear in 1959.

A “full figure” girdle with firm control from 1959 by Vassarette.



A nylon powernet pantie girdle from 1959, by Vassarette.



Vassarette’s “Stay There” pantie girdle from a 1959 issue of Ladies’ Home jJournal.

Fandango girdle, adjustable waist, 16.50. For
store name and free figure beauty booklet write
Olga, Dept. J99, 7915 Haskell, Van Muys, Cal,

An adjustable waist girdle by Olga. It sold for $16.50 in 1959.



BIEN JOLIE
A “bare minimum” panty girdle in a “freedom loving design,” costing $10 from Bien Jolie.
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This Real-form girdle is typical of 1960, with a nylon tummy control panel and attached garters.
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A long line panty girdle by Surprise Brassiere Co., Inc.



www.doverpublications.com



